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Where’s Nort?
Find Nort and  
you could win  
great prizes! 
Details on page 2

Raemisch continues on page 15

Will the city continues on page 14

Northside county board
 continues on page 15

Northside 
county board 
unopposed, no 
primary election

By Anita Weier 
Northside News

By Beth Sluys 
Northside News

By Beth Sluys 
Northside News

Dane County Board supervisors for 
Northside districts will be unopposed 
in the April election, though they will 
be affected by recent redistricting deci-
sions. Because no contest in the April 5 
election has more than two candidates, 
there will be no primary election in 
February, according to the Dane County 
Clerk’s Office.

The new county board member repre-
senting the Cherokee area will face rep-
resenting parts of several municipalities, 
as well as the entire Town of Westport. 
He is Andrew Schauer of Sun Prairie, the 
incumbent supervisor for District 21.

The committee in charge of redistrict-
ing “determined everybody’s districts 
except mine, and gave me what was left,” 
he said cheerfully. He will represent parts 
of the Town of Burke, a small part of Sun 
Prairie, and a few parts of Madison, as 
well as the Town of Westport.

“I live in a corner of the City of Sun 
Prairie, on the corner of Rattman Road 
and Hoepker Road. I can kick a football 
into the town of Burke across the street 
and could hit a driver into the City of 
Madison,” Schauer said.

Schauer has served on the Dane 
County Board for eight years. He has a 
law degree from UW-Madison and is a 
senior staff attorney for the Wisconsin 
Professional Police Association, which is 
the statewide police and sheriff’s depu-
ties’ association. 

He hopes to meet a lot of people in 
the Cherokee neighborhood. “I will be 
honored to represent the area,” Schauer 
said. “I get up that way to go to baseball 
games at Warner Park. I love Warner 
Park, and the rest of the neighborhood is 
very beautiful.”

He serves on the Personnel and 
Finance Committee of the county board. 
“The great majority of the board’s work 
gets done in these standing committees. 
It’s more efficient; the board meetings 
don’t go on until 5 am.” He likes that be-
cause “I care about the ability for people 
to participate.”

He can be reached at Schauer.Andrew@
countyofdane.com or 608-630-5427.

Supervisor Larry Palm, who repre-
sents District 12 on the Dane County 
Board, also faces some changes. He 
will no longer represent Maple Bluff, 
which will now be part of Michele Ritt’s 

During the years of community work 
related to the Oscar Mayer Special Area 
Plan (OMSAP), there were many late 
night meetings that included conversa-
tions about the re-emerging wetland at 
2007 Roth Street (previously owned by 
the Hartmeyer family). This parcel sits 
at the very heart of the Sherman neigh-
borhood and could be a wonderful, safe 
and welcoming natural area park for this 
diverse neighborhood. 

The community and Alder Syed Abbas 
were extremely supportive of conserv-
ing this 30-acre natural area, but in the 
end, 16 acres were put into the plan for a 
future green space (OMSAP, July 2020), 
preferably as a passive recreation “sister 
park” to Demetral Park for more active 
recreation. If one reads the plan, the map 
clearly indicates that the recommenda-
tion is for green space. 

Will the city save the 16?
In February 2021, city staff presented 

that they want to “encourage redevelop-
ment consistent with plan recommenda-
tions … and discourage development 
detrimental to character recommended 
by the Oscar Mayer Special Area Plan.”

At a meeting with the Friends of 
Hartmeyer Natural Area group and 
Alder Abbas on Jan. 28, 2021, Park 
Superintendent Eric Knepp mentioned 
that there is a model in place at Prairie 
Ridge and Raymond Ridge parks that of-
fers two options for recreation. It is a bal-
anced and well-thought-out combination 
of natural area for passive recreation and 
existing city park for active recreation. 

This same model can be used with pas-
sive recreation occurring in the natural 
area at the Roth Street wetland area (16 
acres, per the OMSAP) and then the ac-
tive park can be Demetral, which already 
hosts a dog park, sports fields, walking 
and bike paths and other active park 
amenities. Perhaps the city can look at 
making improvements to the active park 
to enhance what is offered. This would 
benefit the Sherman neighborhood by 
keeping this gem of a natural area park in 
the heart of the neighborhood, while sup-
porting the improvements at Demetral 
Park. It would also support a bike path 
greenway that connects area parks along 

In August 2021, the Madison Common 
Council voted (15-2) to put the plat for 
the development of the Raemisch Farm 
on file. Now, Green Street St. Louis in-
tends to re-introduce the same plat to the 
Plan Commission Feb. 7. If the plat is ap-
proved, it will come before the Common 
Council for a vote on Feb. 22.

The key issue has been the arrival of 
the F-35 jets in 2023 and their impacts 
on the lives of all residents living near the 
flight path. Of concern is the 65-decibel 
(dB) sound level boundary, above which 
the noise levels become stressful and have 
been shown to cause harm for people liv-
ing under the noise. Once the jets arrive, 
we could find that the boundary extends 
much farther to the western portion of the 
site where housing is being proposed. In 
Winooski, Vermont, people have been liv-
ing under the jets since September 2019 
and more families ended up being impact-
ed by noise than originally projected.

The Raemisch Farm Work Group 
(RFWG) reached out to Groundswell 
Conservancy, a land trust that fosters 
land access for area food growers, to see 
if they might be interested in owning all 
or a portion of the farm, to keep it in ag-
riculture. Groundswell currently offers 
land access on two farms and is looking 
to purchase a third farm. There is interest. 
Marsha Cannon, member of the RFWG 

Raemisch Farm 
development on 
city’s agenda

Remember loved ones for Valentine's 
Day in a way that feeds the soul

By Lauri Lee 
Northside News

Not everyone is a rose for Valentine's 
Day kind of person. There is an ex-
pectation to give and receive roman-
tic love on this day, but should it stop 
there? Valentine's Day is a a celebra-
tion of love — all love. Meaning love 
of friends and family that expresses 
appreciation of who they are to you  
in life. 

The traditional chocolate and roses is a 
way to some hearts, but love of yummy, 
sweet, gooey, hot or spicy may be the 
non-cliche path to feed the soul of spe-
cial friends and other significant people 
in your life. A thoughtful gesture is worth 
more than a thousand words.  

Check out Section B, page 17 for yum-
my, sweet, gooey, hot or spicy ways to 
feed the soul of those on your Valentine's 
list this year. It's a great way to make or 
strengthen a connection with others.    

Spiced sugar bun from Far Breton Bakery (farbretonbakery.com) 
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To submit an article to the Northside News, please 
email editor@northsidenews.org for guidelines.

From

Lauri Lee

NPC Board Chair
To provide perspective on 2022, the 

year has started with a case of déjà vu of 
the past two years with COVID cases on 
the rise. It's January, and the community is 
hunkered down for two reasons — to avoid 
COVID and January's frigid temperatures. 
We know we have the promise of spring 
and return of warmer weather, but I ask, 
when is the end of COVID season? 

As I worked on production of this is-
sue of the Northside News, I was struck 
by the effect of the pandemic on the 
Northside nonprofits and businesses. 
This February/March issue is smaller 
this time because not much is going on. 
After nearly two full years of navigating 
how to continue to meet the needs of the 

Northside community, how many times 
can activities and events be planned and 
then cancelled?  

 The toll on small businesses has also 
been great. These locally-owned and 
-operated enterprises are located on the 
Northside to meet the ongoing needs of 
the community. Are we loyal to them, or 
do we jump online or run to the big box 
store to get things we could source from 
them? They depend on all of us to keep 
our money where our heart lives. Shopping 
locally benefits each of us as every dollar 
spent at a locally owned business stays in 
our community. This creates more jobs 
and generates a more robust economy so 
each of us can thrive. 

What's new at the Northside News
Please join me in welcoming John 

Dyerson as the new print layout designer 
on the Northside News production team. 
John's decades of experience in print 
production makes him a valuable addi-
tion to the team. 
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Thank you to the FEED Bakery Training Program for their donations to 
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Thank you to the FEED Bakery Training Program for their donations to 
the Nort scavenger hunts.
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Kayleigh Miller
Sharon Evans
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Where’s Nort?
Find Nort and 
you could win 
great prizes! 
Details on page 3

OSCAR MAYER 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
FORUM
Join NPC Oct. 14 at 6 pm to learn 
about contamination issues on the 
Oscar Mayer property, including the 
potential City bus storage facility. Go 
to facebook.com/northsidemadison 
or see the calendar for details.

Regardless of who you cast your ballot for this November, the health of our democ-
racy depends on overcoming voter suppression and misinformation. While much 
attention is given to national candidates, local races and referenda will also shape our 
daily lives for years to come. Get ready for the election this November on pages 14 
and 17 of the paper. Shown above, volunteers register voters at the Northside 
Farmers Market. 

NOMINATE A 
NORTH STAR
Each year the North Star Awards 
recognizes individuals, organizations 
and businesses that give back to the 
community. See page 2 for details and 
to submit a nomination by Oct. 25.

Kennedy Heights continues on page 18
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VOTE NOV. 3
Get ready for the election at myvote.
wi.gov. Find more information on 
pages 14 and 17 and in the calendar.

Kennedy Heights 
Center gets grant 
for onsite mental 
health support 
for students

By Anita Weier
Northside News

Kennedy Heights is one of just five 
neighborhood and community centers 
chosen by Dane County to receive 
$25,000 grants for 2020 through the 
Behavioral Health Community Center 
grant program.

Kennedy Heights will partner with 
the Rainbow Project to provide on-site 
behavioral health referrals, support and 
case management services to fourth- 
and fifth-grade students.

Dane County Executive Joe Parisi 
announced the grant recipients in 
August. Other organizations chosen 
were the Goodman Community Center, 
Deerfield Community Center, Bayview 
Foundation and the Lussier Community 
Education Center.

County officials found there were 
gaps in mental health services on the 
Northside, so they were interested 
in having a partner here, said Connie 
Bettin, administrator for the preven-
tion and early intervention division for 

VOTE — democracy depends on it

Woody Carey Scholarship awarded to five students
By Regina McConnell

East Madison Community Center

The Woody Carey Community 
Scholarship program was started in the 
fall of 2013 after the passing of long-term 
board member Dr. Ellwood “Woody” 
Carey. Woody served as a volunteer on 
the East Madison Community Center 

Coming up in 
the community

This new feature of the Northside 
News launched in the previous edition 
of the newspaper. Read more about 
these issues on page 18.

• The Madison Common Council 
and Dane County Board of Super-
visors will finalize and vote to ap-
prove their 2021 budgets this fall. 
Action: contact your elected offi-
cials and share your input on fund-
ing priorities.

• A resolution to halt or suspend 
work on a new Dane County jail is 
still being considered by the Dane 
County Board of Supervisors. Ac-
tion: learn more and contact your 
Supervisor. 

• The Police and Fire Commission 
is continuing the hiring process 
for a new police chief. Learn more 
at www.cityofmadison.com/city-
hall/public-safety/police-and-fire-
commission. Action: learn more 
and complete the survey.

Contamination a concern for 
Oscar Mayer redevelopment

Contamination continues on page 19

Woody Carey continues on page 16

By Rob Lee
Midwest Environmental Advocates

Many community members agree 
that redeveloping the former Oscar 
Mayer facility and surrounding area 
is important for the economic vitality 
of the Northside and City of Madison. 
Many would also agree that econom-
ic equity in Madison requires solu-
tions to the serious lack of affordable 
housing. 

With the recent adoption of the 

Oscar Mayer Special Area Plan (the 
Plan), the Common Council is at-
tempting to solve both problems at 
once. However, environmental con-
tamination stemming from a century 
of industrial use must be addressed. 
Otherwise, the health of the individu-
als and families who will live, work 
and play around the redevelopment 
may be put at significant risk.

Despite two years of strategic 

Despite the pandemic, there's a lot happening at EMCC. From left Antuan 
Haskins, Rosie Haskins, Sincere Gaines and Damika Haskins participate in All 
Ages Bingo at EMCC. Read about the EMCC Woody Carey scholarship re-
cipients above and turn to page 10 to read more about the community center's 
programs and services.
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(EMCC) Board of Directors for over 25 
years and held various board positions 
over his tenure. In addition, Woody was 
one of the original members of EMCC’s 
fundraising group, the EMCC Resource 
Development Team. He was asked to be-
come a member of the team due to his 
positive attitude and extensive contacts 

in the community. 
The scholarship program is a meaning-

ful and long lasting tribute to Woody’s 
legacy, loving spirit and positive val-
ues, especially in the area of equal op-
portunities. This program is especially 

FEED TO GO ONLINE 
AUCTION
Support this free meal 
delivery program for people 
impacted by the pandemic, Oct. 15-21 
at 32auctions.com/SupportFEEDtoGo. 
See more on pages 5 and 16.

2020 CENSUS
It's not too late to make 
the Northside count. 
my2020census.gov
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Where’s Nort?
Find Nort and 
you could win 
great prizes! 
Details on page 3

2020 PARTISAN 
PRIMARY ELECTION
Get ready to vote Aug. 11 at 
myvote.wi.gov. 

Antiracism action alert links/
jumps - Oona

CANDIDATE Q&A
Hear local candidates share their 
stances on F-35s and PFAS in a 
questionnaire from Safe Skies 
on page 18. 

TEXT UPDATES
Stay up-to-date about 
coronavirus services, including 
free meals, and more with text 
messages from the Northside 
Planning Council directly to your 
phone. See page 7 for details.

OMSAP continues on page 12

Caption

A rendition of the plan's allowable land use that was passed by the City of 
Madison Common Council at their July 21 meeting. 
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THANK YOU, MGE
A generous gift from MGE
made printing this 28-page issue of 
the Northside News possible.

Common Council
passes Oscar 
Mayer Special 
Area Plan

By Beth Sluys
Northside News

It is hard to believe that, all these 
years later, the work of visioning the 
Oscar Mayer factory’s post-industrial 
future and what Northside residents 
hoped it could be began with the work 
of the OSCAR Group in 2017. The 
group hosted two focus groups (40 
people attended) and completed a sur-
vey (427 people) in the fall of 2017. 
They found that people were hopeful 
for a vast array of potential uses for 
the Oscar Mayer property, such as af-
fordable mid-range homes, community 
gardens, high-tech jobs, restaurants, a 
hotel and living wage jobs, as well as 
the creation of a park or natural area at 
the Hartmeyer property. 

Next came the work of the 
Oscar Mayer Strategic Assessment 
Committee supported by the work of 
Annette Miller of EQT by Design, 
which designated redevelopment ob-
jectives and a list of recommendations 
for the site after an open house and 
more focus groups in 2019 that expand-
ed participant input to include housing, 
transportation and business develop-
ment, common concerns for Madison. 
These were folded into the discussion 
as the process moved forward.

A public walk along the railroad 
tracks outside the Oscar Mayer prop-
erty launched the second phase of 
the process, along with more fo-
cus groups, and city staffers meet-
ing with area landowners as the plan 
morphed toward its current version. 
The Oscar Mayer Special Area Plan 
(OMSAP) wended its way through 
two public “show and tell” meetings, 

Coming up in 
the community

Farewell to Manna Cafe & Bakery

Read about this new feature on page 3 
and about these issues on pages 6 and 17.

• Funding cuts to the Madison Public Mar-
ket harm minority entrepreneurship. Ac-
tion: Ask the Mayor to restore funding.

• A resolution to halt work on the new 
Dane County jail and invest in alter-
natives to incarceration is being con-
sidered. Action: learn more, monitor 
Dane County Board committees and 
contact your Supervisor. 

• An Alder workgroup is moving for-
ward recommendations for police ac-
countability and oversight released 
last fall. Action: learn more, share 
your input, and watch for the results 
of their work to be voted on this fall. 

• The Police and Fire Commission is 
conducting a community input process 
as they hire a new police chief. Action: 
learn more and share your input.
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Manna closed on June 28, acknowledging that the "hustly-bustly" spirit of the place 
would be incompatible with safety and health for some time to come. See page 25.

NOW HIRING
NPC and NSN are hiring a 
temporary graphic designer! 
Apply by July 31. 
See details on page 2. 
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Martee can be reached at 
director@northsideplanningcouncil.org

From

Martee 
Mikalson

NPC Interim Executive Director

Serving the Northside in the capacity of 
interim executive director for the Northside 
Planning Council is a privilege for me and 
I look forward to continuing to serve the 
people who live on the Northside. 

Explaining my role on the Northside for 
the past 12 years will help you get to know 
me and my work. I'm a big picture thinker, 
but also have the administrative and proj-
ect planning skills to carry out a long-term, 
multi-faceted plan such as FEED Kitchens.  

When I joined the NPC FEED Kitchens 
planning committee in 2009, it was about 
more than raising the funds to construct 
the building. This was only the beginning. 

As a sales manager at Kessinich's, I 
worked with our design team for the 
kitchen layout, assisted with the construc-
tion project management and sourced the 
commercial kitchen equipment. I was 

fueled by knowing that a lot of good 
things would take place in this facility 
when it was completed.

My driving passion is to help people learn 
a marketable skill so they can find a good 
paying job to support themselves and their 
families. I use my background as a manager 
of grocery stores, deli departments and bak-
eries as a starting point. I know the needs of 
the industry and what skill sets the owners 
and managers are looking for in employ-
ees. The training is customized to fit real 
market needs. I created the bakery training 
programs for The River Food Pantry and 
Madison Area Urban Ministries Just Bakery 
program as these two nonprofits also want-
ed to help people find jobs. Eventually, Just 
Bakery built their own space and The River 
Bakery Program transitioned to become the 
FEED Bakery Training Program. FEED 
Bakery grew out of this program to be the 
success it is today by providing bakery to lo-
cal groceries and more. 

Due to my knowledge of NPC's major 
programs, I became an NPC board mem-
ber in 2015. FEED Kitchens had been in 
operation for two years and it was time 
to use lessons learned to fine tune FEED 

operations, processes and staffing, as well 
as tweak FEED’s business plan to ensure 
long term viability. 

My work with Kessenich's Restaurant 
Supply in conjunction with NPC has al-
lowed me to meet and mentor small busi-
nesses that helps them to operate an effi-
cient and profitable business. I take great 
pride in knowing that over half the busi-
nesses operating out of FEED are owned 
by people of color and by women. 

As the interim executive director, I am 
eager to work with the nonprofits, organi-
zations and individuals  doing good work 
to benefit our community.  I'm a natural 
problem solver who involves all members 
of the team to work together toward a 
common goal to achieve positive change. 

I look forward to meeting everyone as 
I get out and about in the community. I 
invite you to find your area of passion 
and volunteer to join NPC in our work, 
or for any other initiative that makes our 
community a better place to live. To fol-
low the theme, Grow Northside!, get out 
and volunteer this summer!

NPC announces 
new board 
members

By Lauri Lee
NPC Board Chair

The Northside Planning Council is 
pleased to announce that two new people 
joined the board in April. 

Mike Schuck (pronounced shook) is a pro-
fessional engineer who is retired from teach-
ing at Gateway Technical College (Fresh 
Water Resources). In recent years he's been 
involved with helping refugees from the 
Congo. Through his church, he's helped with 
the youth group and STEM program, and has 
gone on mission trips to install wells for com-
munities in Central America which didn’t 
have a source of clean water.  You can read 
more of his story in the next Northside News.  

Will Green, founder and CEO of 
Mentoring Positives, can be found at FEED 
Kitchens operating his nonprofit which 
helps youth get off the block of Darbo 
Drive. See page 6 "Mentoring Positives for 
Youth" in this issue to read all about Will 
and his nonprofit.
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“NOT THE BIGGER GUY,
     JUST THE BETTER GUYS”

For all your electrical needs big and small:

a Home Rewiring a New Circuits

a Fixture Replacement a Landscape Lighting

a Ceiling Fans a Bath Fans

a Remodeling a HDTV Installation & Wiring

249-3373 • NorthsideElectric@gmail.com • Licensed & Insured

Your Local Northside 
Electrical Company

NE

    We are Open and here to Serve you

We are following CDC guidelines for your protection  
while still providing you with excellent service

Again, Thank You for your support. 

Sincerely, 
Mark Blankenship, Owner - Northside Electric  
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Northside Electric would like to Thank  
everyone for their support of  Local Small Business 
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    Hardware Center   

    Hardware Center   

1398 Williamson St.
257-1630

Seal in 
the Warmth

3MTM Indoor  
Window Insulator Kits

    n  On Sale Now 
   n  On Sale Throughout Winter

1133 N. Sherman Ave at Northgate
T-F: 10 am–6 pm • Sat: 10 am–4 pm

with other coupons/sale
o�er

s

G iv e a l i tt l e ,
g et a lot!

Can not be combined

$5OFF
YOUR $20 PURCHASE

EXPIRES ON: 11/30/2021
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The Northside Planning Council is grateful 
to the following supporters in 2021:

$5,000+

$3,000+

$10,000+

$1,000+

$120,000+

$30,000+

$40,000+

NORTHSIDE PLANNING COUNCIL

VOTED

#1
Health

Food 
Store 
AND

#2 
Grocery 

Store!

1

2

3

Fresh. Local. Organic. Yours! 
www.willystreet.coop

Everyone’s 
welcome 
at our three stores!

Valentine Cookies
Butter Cookie Trays 

2 lb. (approx. 90 cookies) $32.00   3 lb. (approx. 135 cookies) $46.00
4 lb. (approx. 180 cookies) $60.00                      5 lb. (approx. 225 cookies) $74.00

Valentine Cookie Box 
16 oz. box Butter Cookies  – $13.75         16 oz. box Candy Coated Hearts – $9.75

Party Trays
Made-to-order, 2 lb. minimum, call for pricing

Order at: 
feedbakery.org

email orders@feedbakery.org 
or call Amber at 608-444-1072. 

Pick up Mon–Fri, 7 am-4 pm 

Support the FEED Bakery Training Program

Lunch Specials 
Lunch specials are served 11 am–2 pm daily

Monday 
Pulled pork sandwich with fries

Tuesday 
Blue gill sandwich with fries and coleslaw

Wednesday 
Nueske’s bacon cheeseburger with fries

Thursday 
Cuban pulled pork sandwich with fries

Friday 
Fish Fry – Cod, walleye, lake perch,  

blue gill and jumbo shrimp 

Chico’s Villa Tap  |  2302 Packers Ave.  |  244-9627

Hours
Monday–Thursday 11 am–close

Friday 2–8 pm | Saturday 11 am–close

Join us March 1
for Fat Tuesday!
Accepting reservations

starting February 7

City of Madison

Dane County Non-Profit COVID relief fund

Dane County UW-Extension
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Northside Planning Council
Board Members

Lauri Lee, Chair

Rita Giovannoni, Vice Chair 

Jill Jokela, Treasurer

Christine McFadzen

Martee Mikalson

Will Green

Mike Schuck

Northside News 
northsidenews.org

Healthy Food For All
hffadane.org

Northside Economic  
Development Coalition

FEED Bakery  
Training Program
feedbakery.org

MarketReady
marketreadymadison.org

Stable Families,  
Strong Community

Northside Planning Council 
northsideplanningcouncil.org

FEED Kitchens
feedkitchens.org

The Northside Planning Council is grateful  
to the following supporters in the last year:

Ale Asylum
Bharati and Ashok Thakkar

Bourne Foundation

Evjue Foundation
Sue Goldwomon

American Family Dreams Foundation
Colony Brands Foundation

JBC Coffee

Karin and Stephen Cretney
Monona Bank

Vera Court Neighborhood Center, Inc.

$5,000+

$2,000+

100+ Women Who Care
Dane County Department of  

Human Services

Epic Systems Corporation
Madison Gas and Electic

$10,000+

Cuna Mutual
Frautschi Family 

Foundation
Frederick Kruger

Rita Giovannoni and 
Kevin Bartrom

Nelnet
NewBridge

Rita and Robert Lord
Richard Immler

Snug Haven
Summit Credit Union

$1,000+

Madison Community Foundation
$20,000+

Boys and Girls Club of Dane County
Bayview Foundation

Dane County UW-Extension
Housing Ministries of American 

Baptists

$30,000+

City of Madison United Way of Dane County
$85,000+

To the Editor,
Since moving to the Northside 21 

years ago, I've been an avid reader of 
the Northside News. For about half of 
that time, I've been an occasional con-
tributor to the News and have helped 
with copy editing.

In my involvement with the News, 
I very much enjoyed working with 

former Northside Planning Council 
staff members Abha Thakkar and Oona 
Mackesey-Green. I would like to thank 
them both for their dedication and hard 
work in carrying out the Council's mis-
sion of enhancing the quality of life for 
all Northsiders. Their insights, creativity 
and effectiveness will be greatly missed.

Jan Axelson

Thank you Abha Thakkar and 
Oona Mackesey-Green

FEED Kitchens launches Greater 
Madison Food Cart Connection 

By Chris Brockel 
HFFA

Dane County’s vibrant food cart scene 
took a huge hit during the pandemic. Food 
carts thrive on events and street traffic. 
With both in short supply in 2020, most 
food carts never launched their business, 
and those that did struggled mightily. 

As we pull out of the pandemic, there is 
pent-up demand for the cultural variety and 
just plain fun of eating food-cart fare. They 
have been missed, and folks want to make 
up for lost time and get back to normal. 

To help make connections between 
event organizers and food cart operators, 
or anyone wishing to request a food cart 
at a function, FEED Kitchens is launch-
ing the Greater Madison Food Cart 
Connection to help make it easier. 

• If you are looking to schedule a food 
cart for an event or function, email 
foodcarts@northsidemadison.org.

• If you are a food cart operator and 
want to be a part of this service, 
contact Chris Brockel at manager@
feedkitchens.org or 608-204-7017.

The Greater Madison Food Cart 
Connection will be inclusive to all food 
carts and food trucks working throughout 

Dane County regardless of where they 
base their operations.

This is currently an unfunded initiative. 
FEED Kitchens would like to raise $2,500 
for staff hours and other needed resources. 
Helping this initiative builds small busi-
ness resiliency, helps businesses owned 
by people of color, and ensures a vibrant 
multi-cultural food scene for the future. To 
donate, go to Northsideplanningcouncil.
org/donate or mail a check to FEED 
Kitchens tagged as a donation for Greater 
Madison Food Cart Connection, 1219 N. 
Sherman Ave., Madison, WI 53704.

Thony Clarke and his Cafe Costa Rica 
Food Cart
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From

Lauri Lee

NPC Board Chair

NPC leadership changes  
and shout-outs

You’ll notice that two very visible 
NPC staff are missing from this issue 
of the Northside News. In late March, 
Abha Thakkar and Oona Mackesey-
Green left the NPC team. Abha had 
been with NPC for a few years as as-
sociate director in the early 2000s. 
In 2013, she served as the editor and 
advertising manager of the Northside 
News, that transitioned into the role 
of executive director in 2015. Oona 
Mackesey-Green was the managing 
editor of the Northside News for a 
number of years and worked with us in 
human resources. NPC has a lean staff 
who wear many hats, making it easy 
to grow professionally and have a real 
impact on the community while keep-
ing an eye toward what’s next. People 
loved Abha and Oona and we wish 
them well. 

 Please join me in welcoming Martee 
Mikalson as the interim executive di-
rector for NPC. Martee has served 
our organization in a variety of ways 
since 2009 (FEED planning com-
mittee, FEED  operating committee, 
FEED Bakery Training Program and 
board member). She’s a multi-talented 
manager with far reaching resources 
and longstanding professional rela-
tionships. She has built training pro-
grams, mentored restaurants, baker-
ies, delis and grocery stores owned 
by people of diverse backgrounds and 
served as a construction project man-
ager to improve energy and space ef-
ficiency and help with record keeping 
processes. Martee continues her role as 
special project leader for Kessenich’s 
Restaurant Supply where her knowl-
edge base has been lauded as very 
valuable to the rest of the team. As an 
NPC board member since 2015, Martee 
has been a part of our senior leadership 

team. She is familiar with our opera-
tions and staff,  and we appreciate her 
willingness to step up and lead us 
through this transition. Her ability to 
put things in order and then transfer 
this knowledge to new staff hires make 
her invaluable in this interim role. 

 As the new NPC board chair since 
February 2021, I wanted to provide 
a nutshell summary of my work with 
NPC over the years. I’ve had various 
roles on and off since 2009 that includes 
Northside News (editor, writer, proof-
reader, advertising sales), Northside 
Economic Development Coalition 
(marketing and chair) event and proj-
ect planner, online auction specialist, 
FEED Kitchens planning team and 
operating committee, board member 
since 2015, and small business men-
tor for businesses owned by people of 
color. Additionally, as a board member 
of the Northside Business Association 
and Dane Buy Local Foundation, I am 
the business community liaison that 
pulls together these Northside organi-
zations with Northside News advertis-
ers to unify and strengthen so that we 
are stronger together. 

 I would be remiss if I didn’t do a shout 
to the others on the senior leadership 
team. Chris Brockel is the seasoned man-
ager (pun intended) of FEED Kitchens 
and Healthy Food For All. His 20 years 
of food system work and serving on the 
Madison Food Policy Council means he 
is a well-respected voice in our regional 
food system. 

 The FEED Bakery started from 
scratch just like the handmade bakery 
product they sell. Kudos to Brendon 
Krueger and Amber Blumer for excel-
ling in leadership and growing a suc-
cessful program. 

 I feel fortunate to get to work with 
this competent senior management 
team who are leaders in their field. 
I encourage the community to sup-
port their programs to ensure their 
ongoing success. 

Lauri can be reached at  
 lauri@northsidemadison.org or 

608-334-4969
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Planning Council and our programs.
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To the Editor,
Since moving to the Northside 21 

years ago, I've been an avid reader of 
the Northside News. For about half of 
that time, I've been an occasional con-
tributor to the News and have helped 
with copy editing.

In my involvement with the News, 
I very much enjoyed working with 

former Northside Planning Council 
staff members Abha Thakkar and Oona 
Mackesey-Green. I would like to thank 
them both for their dedication and hard 
work in carrying out the Council's mis-
sion of enhancing the quality of life for 
all Northsiders. Their insights, creativity 
and effectiveness will be greatly missed.

Jan Axelson

Thank you Abha Thakkar and 
Oona Mackesey-Green

FEED Kitchens launches Greater 
Madison Food Cart Connection 

By Chris Brockel 
HFFA

Dane County’s vibrant food cart scene 
took a huge hit during the pandemic. Food 
carts thrive on events and street traffic. 
With both in short supply in 2020, most 
food carts never launched their business, 
and those that did struggled mightily. 

As we pull out of the pandemic, there is 
pent-up demand for the cultural variety and 
just plain fun of eating food-cart fare. They 
have been missed, and folks want to make 
up for lost time and get back to normal. 

To help make connections between 
event organizers and food cart operators, 
or anyone wishing to request a food cart 
at a function, FEED Kitchens is launch-
ing the Greater Madison Food Cart 
Connection to help make it easier. 

• If you are looking to schedule a food 
cart for an event or function, email 
foodcarts@northsidemadison.org.

• If you are a food cart operator and 
want to be a part of this service, 
contact Chris Brockel at manager@
feedkitchens.org or 608-204-7017.

The Greater Madison Food Cart 
Connection will be inclusive to all food 
carts and food trucks working throughout 

Dane County regardless of where they 
base their operations.

This is currently an unfunded initiative. 
FEED Kitchens would like to raise $2,500 
for staff hours and other needed resources. 
Helping this initiative builds small busi-
ness resiliency, helps businesses owned 
by people of color, and ensures a vibrant 
multi-cultural food scene for the future. To 
donate, go to Northsideplanningcouncil.
org/donate or mail a check to FEED 
Kitchens tagged as a donation for Greater 
Madison Food Cart Connection, 1219 N. 
Sherman Ave., Madison, WI 53704.

Thony Clarke and his Cafe Costa Rica 
Food Cart
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Lauri Lee

NPC Board Chair

NPC leadership changes  
and shout-outs

You’ll notice that two very visible 
NPC staff are missing from this issue 
of the Northside News. In late March, 
Abha Thakkar and Oona Mackesey-
Green left the NPC team. Abha had 
been with NPC for a few years as as-
sociate director in the early 2000s. 
In 2013, she served as the editor and 
advertising manager of the Northside 
News, that transitioned into the role 
of executive director in 2015. Oona 
Mackesey-Green was the managing 
editor of the Northside News for a 
number of years and worked with us in 
human resources. NPC has a lean staff 
who wear many hats, making it easy 
to grow professionally and have a real 
impact on the community while keep-
ing an eye toward what’s next. People 
loved Abha and Oona and we wish 
them well. 

 Please join me in welcoming Martee 
Mikalson as the interim executive di-
rector for NPC. Martee has served 
our organization in a variety of ways 
since 2009 (FEED planning com-
mittee, FEED  operating committee, 
FEED Bakery Training Program and 
board member). She’s a multi-talented 
manager with far reaching resources 
and longstanding professional rela-
tionships. She has built training pro-
grams, mentored restaurants, baker-
ies, delis and grocery stores owned 
by people of diverse backgrounds and 
served as a construction project man-
ager to improve energy and space ef-
ficiency and help with record keeping 
processes. Martee continues her role as 
special project leader for Kessenich’s 
Restaurant Supply where her knowl-
edge base has been lauded as very 
valuable to the rest of the team. As an 
NPC board member since 2015, Martee 
has been a part of our senior leadership 

team. She is familiar with our opera-
tions and staff,  and we appreciate her 
willingness to step up and lead us 
through this transition. Her ability to 
put things in order and then transfer 
this knowledge to new staff hires make 
her invaluable in this interim role. 

 As the new NPC board chair since 
February 2021, I wanted to provide 
a nutshell summary of my work with 
NPC over the years. I’ve had various 
roles on and off since 2009 that includes 
Northside News (editor, writer, proof-
reader, advertising sales), Northside 
Economic Development Coalition 
(marketing and chair) event and proj-
ect planner, online auction specialist, 
FEED Kitchens planning team and 
operating committee, board member 
since 2015, and small business men-
tor for businesses owned by people of 
color. Additionally, as a board member 
of the Northside Business Association 
and Dane Buy Local Foundation, I am 
the business community liaison that 
pulls together these Northside organi-
zations with Northside News advertis-
ers to unify and strengthen so that we 
are stronger together. 

 I would be remiss if I didn’t do a shout 
to the others on the senior leadership 
team. Chris Brockel is the seasoned man-
ager (pun intended) of FEED Kitchens 
and Healthy Food For All. His 20 years 
of food system work and serving on the 
Madison Food Policy Council means he 
is a well-respected voice in our regional 
food system. 

 The FEED Bakery started from 
scratch just like the handmade bakery 
product they sell. Kudos to Brendon 
Krueger and Amber Blumer for excel-
ling in leadership and growing a suc-
cessful program. 

 I feel fortunate to get to work with 
this competent senior management 
team who are leaders in their field. 
I encourage the community to sup-
port their programs to ensure their 
ongoing success. 

Lauri can be reached at  
 lauri@northsidemadison.org or 

608-334-4969
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100+ Women Who Care

Evjue Foundation

Future Wisconsin Housing Fund

Cuna Mutual

Epic Employee Designated Contribution

Dane Buy Local Soup's On!

Sue Goldwomon
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This Shabazz grad may be the 
hair stylist for you

Naly’s Floral Shop wins Emerging 
Business Award
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Looking for a gender-inclusive hair 
stylist who makes your dignity and 
identity a top priority? You might like 
to meet El, also known as Leah Ershler, 
at Mint Cuts + Color, LLC. El operates 
their business in a suite at Tess Beauty 
& Barbering Suites in Lakewood Plaza. 

They are non-binary and especially 
enjoy providing a welcoming space for 
everyone — yes everyone — in need 
of hair care. To El we all benefit from 
grooming and the TLC of a fresh cut, 
style, color and other special touches.

El grew up in Madison and graduated 
from Shabazz High School. They are 
partly self-taught, having begun coloring 
their own hair as soon as they turned 18. 
(Their mother wouldn’t let them do it any 
younger.) They learned the finer points 
of hair care and styling at the Milwaukee 
Beauty School. 

In 2020 El opened Mint Cuts + Color 
just two weeks before the county went 
into COVID-19 prevention mode. Masks 
have been worn in their shop for almost 
the entire time they’ve been in business.

There are three elements of El’s busi-
ness plan that make it unique and helped 
it stay afloat during the pandemic. They 
share facilities with other hair stylists; 
they provide a safe and reaffirming space 
for persons of any gender identity; and 
they reserve five appointments each 

This year the Wisconsin Hmong 
Chamber of Commerce hosted (vir-
tual format) the 15th Annual Business 
Awards Celebration, which is the larg-
est Asian business awards event in 
the State of Wisconsin. The Emerging 
Business Award was given to Naly and 
Tou Lor, owners of Naly’s Floral Shop in 
NorthGate Shopping Center.

Each year Asian, Asian Pacific and 
Indonesian (AAPI) businesses and 
professionals are recognized for their 
achievements in both the business world 
and in their communities. The theme of 
this year’s event was “Rising Through 
Adversity” and recognized AAPI busi-
nesses and professionals who rose 
through the adversities and challenges 
confronting their businesses, especially 
during the pandemic. 

“The fast transitions that we had to 
make during the early days of COVID 
were a huge challenge, but we worked 
through it together, and with the support 
of the community. I had many sleepless 
nights, but we made it through and are 
excited about the year ahead,” said Naly. 

This September, Naly and Tou will 
celebrate their fifth year in business. Not 
only do they focus on Northside eco-
nomic development, they also support 
area flower growers and truly believe we 
are all stronger together. Often, they are 
the “welcome ambassadors” for travelers 
coming to Madison from the airport who 
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El, of Mints Cuts & Color, offers a welcoming space for everyone.

Naly Lor, owner of Naly’s Floral Shop

By Virginia Scholtz 
Northside News

By Beth Sluys 
Northside News

month for people who may not be able 
to pay the posted rates, but instead pay 
on a sliding scale basis. 

El explained, “The sliding scale of-
fering is not about what one might feel 
a service should cost or would prefer to 
pay, but what one can afford to access.”

Mint Cuts + Color operates with-
in a cluster of salons at Tess Beauty 
& Barbering Suites at the corner of 
Sherman and Commercial Avenues. 
The suites have a common waiting 
area and a shared shampoo station and 
laundry facilities. Each salon uses its 
own capes. The shop can be accessed 
from Commercial Avenue or from the 
Lakewood Plaza Shopping Center park-
ing lot. 

In keeping with their personal philoso-
phy that life should be balanced between 
work and family time, Mint is open 
Tuesdays through Saturdays mostly dur-
ing afternoon and early evening hours. 
El and their husband have two dogs. 
They all enjoy being outdoors.

In the future El plans to gain more 
experience with curly hair types and 
to keep adapting to the ever-changing 
world of hair. Overall, El stated, “My 
goal is to make you feel like the most 
authentic version of yourself. Hair has 
no gender.”

For more about Mint Cuts + Color, 
visit Mintcutsandcolor.glossgenius.com. 
They are also on Facebook.

are looking for a special gift item or flo-
ral bouquet.

“Don’t underestimate the power of 
flowers,” said Naly. “Flowers bring joy, 
happiness and help take our minds off of 
troubling times. They touch the deepest 
part of our souls and help make memo-
ries that last a lifetime.” 

“Every item and every flower is cho-
sen with love,” said Tou. 

One visit with Naly and Tou and it 
is clear they love the work they do and 
share that love with our community.

608-467-2284 | CapitalAutoClinic.com

CAPITAL AUTO CLINIC
2412 & 2518 Packers Ave. (Elka Lane intersection)

Home of  the
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Upon entering Patricia’s Market in 
Lakewood Plaza Shopping Center, you 
can’t help but notice the excellent smells 
of the food being prepared and the large 
photos of the city of Guanajuato on the 
back wall. The central Mexico city is 
the home place of Luis Adrian Serrato 
and his wife Patricia Sanchez, owners of 
Patricia’s Market. The large mural shows 
modern day and historic places from 
the city, which was proclaimed a World 
Heritage Site in 1988. 

It is with pride that Luis tells me he 
wants to “bring you the culture and food 
from Guanajuato.”

The shop is both a grocery store and a 
restaurant, with a seating area inside the 
store or a place to wait while your food is 
prepared for carry out. The grocery store 

Patricia’s Market is both  
restaurant and market

Ascendium gave back in record 
numbers in 2021

offers meats, snacks, canned goods, fresh 
produce, baked goods and kitchen items. 
Adrian Serrato, Luis’ nephew, works 
with Patricia and Luis with a food distri-
bution business and provides translation 
services, when needed. 

When choosing a location for their 
business, it was the large space that of-
fered Luis and Patricia what they were 
looking for. “We feel our business is a 
good complement to the other ones in 
the shopping center and in the area,” said 
Luis. “So far, people are pleased with 
what we are offering, and we serve a di-
verse customer base.” 

Looking ahead, Luis expressed a de-
sire to expand and to start a tortilla man-
ufacturing business, hopefully using lo-
cally grown corn.

Leaving the store with a bag full of ta-
males, I headed home for a tasty tour of 
Guanajuato, by way of Patricia’s Market.  
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Full shelves offer a great variety of 
food items.

Luis Adrian Serrato, owner, and his 
nephew Adrian Serrato

By Beth Sluys 
Northside News

By Ascendium Education Group

On a chilly Friday morning in 
November, Andrea Krebs found herself 
not at her desk, but outside the River 
Food Pantry distributing free meals to a 
steady stream of area families. She was 
there of her own volition but also with 
the support of her employer. Krebs, a 
senior writer for Ascendium Education 
Group, was taking part in Ascendium’s 
Volunteer Time Off (VTO) program, 
which grants employees up to eight 
hours of paid time to support nonprofits 
through volunteering during work hours. 

She was hardly alone. In 2021, 
Ascendium employees donated over 
1,000 volunteer hours to 48 Madison-
area nonprofit organizations through 
VTO. They also volunteered roughly 
3,000 hours to 25 organizations outside 
of work during nights and weekends — 
what Ascendium calls Beyond VTO. The 
over 4,000 combined volunteer hours in 
2021 represents a significant increase 
over 2020.

For Krebs, volunteering provided 
a chance to help Northside neighbors 
who, due to the COVID-19 health crisis, 
inflation and other circumstances, are 
increasingly pushed to depend on The 
River Food Pantry for food assistance. It 
also provided another, less obvious bene-
fit: at a time when Ascendium has shifted 
to a work-from-home policy, it allowed 
her to network with company leaders 
and co-workers in person — many for 
the first time.

“I started working for Ascendium in 
the midst of the pandemic, so this was 
really my first opportunity to meet with 
colleagues face-to-face,” said Krebs. 
“Volunteering, especially on com-
pany time, really allowed me to see 
Ascendium’s mission in action.”

That mission: to champion opportu-
nity. According to Ascendium’s Vice 
President-Strategic Communications 
Brett Lindquist, employees are encour-
aged to support organizations they 
are passionate about and are given the 
choice to donate their time as they see 
fit. The company also works with local 
nonprofit organizations to help find vol-
unteer opportunities for our employees. 
Some of the Madison-area nonprofit 
organizations that Ascendium employ-
ees volunteered with in 2021 include 
Box of Balloons, Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Dane County, East Madison Community 
Center, Second Harvest Foodbank of 
Southern Wisconsin, The River Food 

Pantry and Operation Fresh Start.
“Even during a year in which the 

COVID-19 health crisis made in-person 
volunteering more difficult, our employ-
ees consistently answered the call to vol-
unteer,” said Lindquist. “We’ve really 
worked hard to create a culture of giving 
as a company, and that’s reflected in our 
employees’ desire to give back.” 

Volunteering wasn’t the only way 
Ascendium gave back to the Madison 
community in 2021. The company also 
donated more than $1.3 million to local 
nonprofit organizations. That includes 
$225,000 in Good Neighbor Grants, 
which are $15,000 grants given to 15 
Madison-area nonprofits that share 
Ascendium’s commitment to increas-
ing education and workforce train-
ing outcomes for learners from low-
income backgrounds. Recipients of 
the inaugural Good Neighbor Grants, 
which are nominated and voted on by 
employees, include Briarpatch Youth 
Services, East Madison Community 
Center, Literacy Network of Dane 
County and Rubin for Kids.

Said Lindquist, “We are deeply grate-
ful to area organizations that are do-
ing the work to meet the needs of the 
community.”

To learn more about Ascendium and its 
employee giving program, visit ascendi-
umeducation.org/ascendium-cares.
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1133 N. Sherman Ave at Northgate
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Heating is one of the largest energy 
users in our homes. By making smart 
choices and practicing simple tips, you 
can manage your energy use and costs. 
MGE has no- and low-cost ways for you 
to stay comfortable and save energy this 
winter.

·   Set your thermostat for one tem-
perature when you’re home and another 
when you’re away to maximize energy 
savings.

·   If you haven’t already, consider 
installing a programmable or smart 
thermostat. Smart thermostats can 
be controlled remotely, learn your 
preferred settings and automatically 
schedule temperature changes. Eligible 
MGE customers can take advantage of 
a cash-back incentive from Wisconsin’s 
Focus On Energy® program for pur-
chasing a qualified smart thermostat. 
There are a variety of models at a num-
ber of pricing options. Get more details 
at focusonenergy.com/smart.

·   Turn your furnace fan to “auto” rath-
er than “on.” If you leave it switched on, 
it will run continuously, which isn’t nec-
essary and, depending on your type of 
furnace, could cost about $25 a month.  

·   Some people believe that turning 

Energy saving tips for winter
By Madison Gas  

and Electric Company
down your thermostat and using an elec-
tric space heater will save money. A 
space heater can be one of the most ex-
pensive ways to heat your home. At to-
day’s prices, electric heat costs at least 
eight times as much per BTU as natural 
gas. Running a typical 1,500-watt elec-
tric space heater four hours each day for 
a month would cost $25. Instead, consid-
er some low- or no-cost ways to warm: 
use a heated blanket or heating pad; put 
on a sweater; get up and move around; 
let the sun in during the day to warm a 
room and close your window treatments 
at night to keep out the colder night air.

·   Lock up. Don’t just shut your win-
dows, lock them as well. This step can be 
overlooked but is important. The locking 
mechanism activates a seal that helps to 
keep the air you heated or cooled inside 
your home.

·   Keep your water heater tempera-
ture set at 120 degrees Fahrenheit and 
use cold water to wash clothes. Also, re-
member to run your washer on full loads. 
If you go on vacation, switch your water 
heater to vacation mode.

There’s a lot to understand about man-
aging heating costs in your home. MGE 
is available to provide tips and answer 
your questions about saving energy and 
money. Contact MGE’s energy experts 
by email at AskExperts@mge.com.

608-770-1861
schultzr@firstweber.com 

www.ruthschultz@firstweber.com
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Madison Oriental Market marks second anniversary of 
grand reopening Oct. 29-30 with food pop-up event 

Do you enjoy cooking ethnic food 
recipes? Join Madison Oriental Market 
Friday, Oct. 29 and Saturday, Oct. 30 as 
they celebrate international food. 

"A pop up food event featuring Cafe 
Costa Rica and Mango Man Chef 
Thony Clark is one way we can feature 
and help local food entrepreneurs," said 
store manager Cynthia Lee. 

The pop up food event will be avail-
able outside the store from 1-3 pm 
Friday, Oct. 29 so people can order food 
on their way into the market. Seating 
is available in the indoor cafe. The deli 
will also carry favorites from other cui-
sines that day as well. 

"Local food carts are just one example 
of the type of customer we serve. This 
pop-up food event will allow people 
from around the community to stop by 
to get a taste of Latin Carribean cuisine. 
How do people know what they like un-
less they taste it fi rst? It's an educational 

By Ascendium Education Group
People across Wisconsin have increased 

access to free legal help this fall due to 
the expansion of a legal aid program in-
spired by a legal clinic at Vera Court 
Neighborhood Center.

Several years ago, the legal team at 
Ascendium Education Group started a free 
legal clinic at Vera Court with the goal of 
removing legal barriers for Northside com-
munity members who needed, but couldn’t 
afford, legal help. The Vera Court clinic, 
which is held monthly, has been so impact-
ful that Ascendium’s legal team has been 
galvanized to make free legal help avail-
able to even more people. 

In 2019, they partnered with two techni-
cal colleges and several legal aid groups to 
start a legal aid program called Lawyers for 
Learners to connect students and commu-
nity members with free legal help. Their 
vision was to help people overcome legal 
obstacles and stay on the path to achieving 
their academic and career goals. 

Technical colleges are a key component 
of the program as they help people bridge 
the gap between their everyday prob-
lems and the legal solutions Lawyers for 
Learners offers.

“Many people may not realize that 
their stressors are legal issues or know 
how to fi nd an attorney, or they may have 
had a negative experience with the legal 
system and don’t know whom to trust,” 
said Rebecca Rapp, general counsel 
and chief privacy offi cer at Ascendium 
and a founding member of Lawyers for 
Learners. “Schools can use their close 
connections with their students and com-
munities to help people spot legal issues 

VFW 8483
North of Dane County Airport

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Friday Night Fish Fry
Phone orders 4:45 pm  – Served 5–7:45 pm

Perch ................................ $13.00 
Cod   ................................. $11.00
Poor Man’s Lobster ............. $11.00
Walleye ............................. $14.00
Shrimp .............................. $12.00
Chicken Strips ................... $  8.00

Packer Sunday Breakfast 9–11 am
Bloody Mary $3 & $4

Happy Hour
Wednesday through Friday 3–6 pm

Also during Brewer, Badger, 
NASCAR and Packer Games

5737 County Road CV, Madison
facebook.com/VFW8483/  |  241-3740

Veterans Day Meal 11 am–2 pm
Lunch FREE to veterans & guests $5

Oct. 9 – 3–7 pm 
Chicken and Biscuits – $11

Oct. 24 – 1–3 pm 
Halloween Party for children

Oct. 30 – 7–until ?
Halloween Party for adults
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Ascendium expands legal aid program inspired by Vera Court Legal Clinic
and get legal help.”

With support from Ascendium, Lawyers 
for Learners recently partnered with several 
more technical colleges across Wisconsin. 
Besides helping people identify legal issues 
and pointing them to Lawyers for Learners 
for help, these colleges also provide cam-
pus space for in-person appointments and 
technology for virtual appointments. 

Lawyers for Learners isn’t just available 
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movement to fit your personality, 
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Offering Presage Cutting System
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creates texture, volume, energy, 
movement and curl without perm 

solutions or any chemicals. 

4605 Kennedy Road • Madison, WI

for technical college students though. 
Anyone in Wisconsin, regardless of wheth-
er they’re a student or their college partners 
with Lawyers for Learners, can request 
legal help through Lawyers for Learners. 
They will then be connected with an expe-
rienced legal professional who will meet 
with them, either virtually or in person, to 
answer questions and provide legal advice 
— all at no cost.

“Ascendium is so excited to be able 
to do this work that really embodies our 
mission of championing opportunity for 
everyone,” Rapp shared. “With all of us 
working together — Ascendium, legal aid 
organizations, schools, private attorneys, 
paralegals and more — we can ensure 
people have increased access to justice 
and the opportunity to realize their educa-
tional and career dreams.”

process to learn about the fruits and veg-
etables used to cook different cuisines 
and how to fl avor the recipe to taste just 
like the authenic dish.

Madison Oriental Market carries 
produce, meat and fi sh, dairy, spices 
and baking items for Asian, African, 
Filipino, Hispanic, Hmong, Jamaican, 
Japanese, Korean and Thai cuisines. The 

deli carries many Asian favorites for 
eat-in or carry-out lunches and dinners. 
Customers are able to place special or-
ders for dinners and entertaining.  

The hours at Madison Oriental are 
Tuesday‒Saturday, 9 am–7 pm, and 
Sunday, 10 am–6 pm. The deli is open 
from 10 am–6 pm during the week and 
11 am–5 pm Sunday.

By Lauri Lee
Northside Economic Development Coalition

The deli carries Asian favorites for eat-in or carryout, or special event orders.  
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Positions open for server, bartender, experienced line 
cook and bussers. Apply in person Monday–Thursday 
from  1–4 pm or Sunday 3–5 pm at Kavanaugh’s Esquire 
Club, 1025 N. Sherman Avenue. 

Hiring a Mechanic Class A or B. Full time position 
needed Monday through Friday. Pay determined by 
experience $15-$25 per hour. Overtime after 40 
hours. Must have own tools, valid driver license and 
good driving record. No DUI's. Apply in person at 
Dutch's Auto Service, 1102 N. Sherman Ave. 

NorthsideNorthside

If you are a Northside employer looking to hire, please send a brief job 
announcement to Lauri@NorthsideMadison.org. This ad has been 
provided by the Northside Economic Development Coalition, a program 
of the Northside Planning Council. 
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Bierock
2911 N. Sherman Ave.
Stop by and ask for Brian

DuWayne's Salon
2114 N. Sherman 1Ave.
Hiring sylists and part-time 
Email resume to  
steve@duwaynessalon.com

Kavanaugh's Esquire Club 
1025 N. Sherman Ave.
Hiring all positions.  
Stop by the bar and ask for John.

The UPS Store
1213 N. Sherman Ave.
Bring your resume and ask for Margo

If you are a Northside employer 
looking to hire, please email a 

brief job announcement to Lauri@
NorthsideMadison.org. 

This ad has been provided by the 
Northside Economic Development 

Coalition, a program of the 
Northside Planning Council.
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Madison Oriental Market marks second anniversary of 
grand reopening Oct. 29-30 with food pop-up event

Do you enjoy cooking ethnic food 
recipes? Join Madison Oriental Market 
Friday, Oct. 29 and Saturday, Oct. 30 as 
they celebrate international food. 

"A pop up food event featuring Cafe
Costa Rica and Mango Man Chef 
Thony Clark is one way we can feature 
and help local food entrepreneurs," said 
store manager Cynthia Lee. 

The pop up food event will be avail-
able outside the store from 1-3 pm 
Friday, Oct. 29 so people can order food
on their way into the market. Seating 
is available in the indoor cafe. The deli
will also carry favorites from other cui-
sines that day as well. 

"Local food carts are just one example 
of the type of customer we serve. This 
pop-up food event will allow people 
from around the community to stop by 
to get a taste of Latin Carribean cuisine. 
How do people know what they like un-
less they taste it fi rst? It's an educational 

By Ascendium Education Group
People across Wisconsin have increased 

access to free legal help this fall due to
the expansion of a legal aid program in-
spired by a legal clinic at Vera Court 
Neighborhood Center.

Several years ago, the legal team at 
Ascendium Education Group started a free 
legal clinic at Vera Court with the goal of 
removing legal barriers for Northside com-
munity members who needed, but couldn’t
afford, legal help. The Vera Court clinic, 
which is held monthly, has been so impact-
ful that Ascendium’s legal team has been
galvanized to make free legal help avail-
able to even more people. 

In 2019, they partnered with two techni-
cal colleges and several legal aid groups to 
start a legal aid program called Lawyers for
Learners to connect students and commu-
nity members with free legal help. Their
vision was to help people overcome legal 
obstacles and stay on the path to achieving 
their academic and career goals. 

Technical colleges are a key component
of the program as they help people bridge 
the gap between their everyday prob-
lems and the legal solutions Lawyers for 
Learners offers.

“Many people may not realize that 
their stressors are legal issues or know 
how to fi nd an attorney, or they may have 
had a negative experience with the legal 
system and don’t know whom to trust,” 
said Rebecca Rapp, general counsel 
and chief privacy offi cer at Ascendium 
and a founding member of Lawyers for 
Learners. “Schools can use their close 
connections with their students and com-
munities to help people spot legal issues 
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Ascendium expands legal aid program inspired by Vera Court Legal Clinic
and get legal help.”

With support from Ascendium, Lawyers 
for Learners recently partnered with several 
more technical colleges across Wisconsin. 
Besides helping people identify legal issues 
and pointing them to Lawyers for Learners 
for help, these colleges also provide cam-
pus space for in-person appointments and 
technology for virtual appointments. 

Lawyers for Learners isn’t just available
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615 N. Sherman Ave. Suite 23 • Madison 
westmont@westmontlaw.net

608.244.9494

Estate Planning and Probate • Family Law 
Elder Law • Criminal Defense • Juvenile Law

S t u d i o

Call today for 
an appointment!

608.628.4590
Specializing in hair design for

the individual. Texture, color and 
movement to fit your personality, 

lifestyle and facial features. 

Offering Presage Cutting System
Revolutionary new shear technology

creates texture, volume, energy, 
movement and curl without perm 

solutions or any chemicals. 

4605 Kennedy Road • Madison, WI

for technical college students though. 
Anyone in Wisconsin, regardless of wheth-
er they’re a student or their college partners 
with Lawyers for Learners, can request 
legal help through Lawyers for Learners. 
They will then be connected with an expe-
rienced legal professional who will meet 
with them, either virtually or in person, to 
answer questions and provide legal advice 
— all at no cost.

“Ascendium is so excited to be able 
to do this work that really embodies our 
mission of championing opportunity for 
everyone,” Rapp shared. “With all of us 
working together — Ascendium, legal aid
organizations, schools, private attorneys,
paralegals and more — we can ensure 
people have increased access to justice 
and the opportunity to realize their educa-
tional and career dreams.”

process to learn about the fruits and veg-
etables used to cook different cuisines 
and how to fl avor the recipe to taste just 
like the authenic dish.

Madison Oriental Market carries 
produce, meat and fi sh, dairy, spices 
and baking items for Asian, African, 
Filipino, Hispanic, Hmong, Jamaican, 
Japanese, Korean and Thai cuisines. The 

deli carries many Asian favorites for 
eat-in or carry-out lunches and dinners. 
Customers are able to place special or-
ders for dinners and entertaining.  

The hours at Madison Oriental are 
Tuesday‒Saturday, 9 am–7 pm, and 
Sunday, 10 am–6 pm. The deli is open 
from 10 am–6 pm during the week and 
11 am–5 pm Sunday.

By Lauri Lee
Northside Economic Development Coalition

The deli carries Asian favorites for eat-in or carryout, or special event orders.  
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Positions open for server, bartender, experienced line 
cook and bussers. Apply in person Monday–Thursday 
from  1–4 pm or Sunday 3–5 pm at Kavanaugh’s Esquire 
Club, 1025 N. Sherman Avenue. 

Hiring a Mechanic Class A or B. Full time position
needed Monday through Friday. Pay determined by 
experience $15-$25 per hour. Overtime after 40 
hours. Must have own tools, valid driver license and 
good driving record. No DUI's. Apply in person at 
Dutch's Auto Service, 1102 N. Sherman Ave. 

NorthsideNorthside

If you are a Northside employer looking to hire, please send a brief job 
announcement to Lauri@NorthsideMadison.org. This ad has been
provided by the Northside Economic Development Coalition, a program
of the Northside Planning Council.

Positions open for server, bartender, experienced line 
cook and bussers. Apply in person Monday–Thursday 
from  1–4 pm or Sunday 3–5 pm at Kavanaugh’s Esquire 
Club, 1025 N. Sherman Avenue. 

Hiring a Mechanic Class A or B. Full time position
needed Monday through Friday. Pay determined by 
experience $15-$25 per hour. Overtime after 40 
hours. Must have own tools, valid driver license and 
good driving record. No DUI's. Apply in person at 
Dutch's Auto Service, 1102 N. Sherman Ave. 

Northside

If you are a Northside employer looking to hire, please send a brief job 
announcement to Lauri@NorthsideMadison.org. This ad has been
provided by the Northside Economic Development Coalition, a program
of the Northside Planning Council.

Bierock
2911 N. Sherman Ave.
Stop by and ask for Brian

DuWayne's Salon
2114 N. Sherman 1Ave.
Hiring sylists and part-time 
Email resume to  
steve@duwaynessalon.com

Kavanaugh's Esquire Club 
1025 N. Sherman Ave.
Hiring all positions.  
Stop by the bar and ask for John.

The UPS Store
1213 N. Sherman Ave.
Bring your resume and ask for Margo

If you are a Northside employer 
looking to hire, please email a 

brief job announcement to Lauri@
NorthsideMadison.org. 

This ad has been provided by the 
Northside Economic Development 

Coalition, a program of the 
Northside Planning Council.

Bierock 
2911 N. Sherman Ave. 
Stop by and ask for Brian

DuWayne’s Salon 
2114 N. Sherman Ave. 
Hiring stylists and part-time 
Email resume to  
steve@duwaynessalon.com

Endearment Unlimited 
2801 International Lane, Ste 208 
In-home caregiver 
www.endearmentunlimited

Kavanaugh’s Esquire Club 
1025 N. Sherman Ave. 
Hiring all positions

My Money Tax and Accounting 
621 N. Sherman Ave., Ste. B2 
Looking for seasonal tax help 
denis@mymoneyaccounting.com

The UPS Store 
1213 N. Sherman Ave. 
Bring your resume and ask for Margo
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Indoor pickleball courts coming to the Northside
BUSINESS

By Anita Weier 
Northside News

The successful Beef Butter Barbeque 
company is spreading its wings.

Having served 350,000 people since its 
founding three years ago at the Northside 
TownCenter, the company is renovating 
an empty space at the center to become 
indoor pickleball courts.

“Pickleball is popular and easy to 
learn, but indoor courts are needed, es-
pecially in winter,” said Patrick Riha, 
owner of Beef Butter Barbeque. 

Work is progressing on building a 

Patrick Riha at pickleball site

Site of planned pickleball courts between Biorock and Orthodx Natural Fitness
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What’s new at Willy Street Co-op-North?

Double Dollars distribution 
ends March 8 

March 8 will be the last Tuesday to 
receive Double Dollars vouchers un-
til late October, although you’ll still be 
able to use them through May, while pro-
gram funds last. That means if you have 
Double Dollars vouchers at the end of 
this May that you were not able to spend, 
you can keep those Double Dollars un-
til October and use them during the next 
Co-op Double Dollars season. 

As a reminder, customers who use their 
FoodShare/QUEST (SNAP) benefits on 
Tuesdays are eligible to receive Double 
Dollars vouchers for every $5 they spend 
on their EBT card, up to $20. The vouch-
ers can be used at any Willy Street Co-op 

By Brendon Smith 
Willy Street Co-op

store. Double Dollars are good for fresh, 
canned and frozen fruits, vegetables and 
legumes, as well as seeds and seedlings 
for edible plants to grow in your garden. 
For more information, visit willystreet.
coop/double-dollars.
Access Discount Program

Willy Street Co-op Owners who have 
a financial need can apply for the Access 
Discount Program. With the Access 
Discount, Owners can:

·  Pay the Ownership fee over a longer 
period of time: $4 every year for an 
individual, until you pay a total of $56 or 
$7 every year for a household (two adults 
living in the same house or apartment), 
until you pay a total of $91.

·  Shop at the Co-op with a 10% 
discount.

·  Receive one coupon for a free class 
every year at enrollment.

five-court pickleball facility at 2907 N. 
Sherman Ave., between Bierock and 
ORTHDX Natural Fitness.

“We will have five professional courts 
that will be 20 by 44 feet each. There will 
be netting between the courts, and the 
nets on the courts can be used for pickle-
ball or badminton,” Riha said. Restrooms 
and showers will be available.

Courts can be rented individually, and 
members will have a key card for entry 
at any time. Members will be able to put 
in skill ratings so they can be matched 

with similarly skilled players. There 
will be controlled access with a code for 
court time. “It will be a 24-7 fitness cen-
ter,” said Riha.

The facility will also be available for 
rental for special events, with a bar and 
a TV. Attendees could order food from 
the nearby Beef Butter BBQ restau-
rant, which already provides catering 
services. “We will run leagues, char-
ity tournaments and clinics,” Riha said. 
Lighting will be bright enough for tele-
vised tournaments. Cost for rentals will 

be an estimated $10 for a 90-minute ses-
sion and 12 months of unlimited play at a 
probable cost of $595.

Asked how the idea developed, Riha 
said, “I was renting this vacant space to 
store some equipment, and I asked Dave 
and Don Bruns if I could lease this space 
for pickleball.”

He noted that the new business will 
benefit Bierock, Willy Street Co-op and 
other neighboring businesses. “It will be 
awesome,” Riha said, “but it will be a lot 
of work.”

·  Receive one free tote bag for each 
person on your account to carry home 
your groceries.

For our list of qualifiers and more 
information, see willystreet.coop/ 
access-discount or the Customer 
Service desk in any of our stores. If you 
already use the Access Discount, please 
renew your discount at the Customer 
Service desk by the end of March to re-
tain this benefit.

Not an Owner? Not a problem!
Stop in our store and give us a try. If 

you like what you see, you may be in-
terested in becoming a Co-op Owner. It 
only takes five minutes to sign up to be-
come an Owner and you start receiving 
the benefits that day, including Owner-
only sales, discounts on classes, and 
more. Join today for as little as $10, or 
just $4 if you qualify for certain kinds of 

financial assistance. Stop at the Customer 
Service desk in the store for more infor-
mation or visit our website, willystreet.
coop/ownership.

Oscar Hernandez, Mechanic
Cell: 608-333-5332

oscarautorepair1973@yahoo.com 

2518 Packers Ave. -B-
Madison, WI 53704

OSCAR’S AUTO REPAIR LLC
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC

First-time customers get a 20%
discount and no charge for diagnosis. 

Please present coupon. Expires 3-31-22duwaynessalon.com | 241-0323
2114 N. Sherman Ave. | Madison, WI 53704

March:  
HAIR  

COLOR

February:  
PERM 

VOLUMIZER

Monthly 
      Specials

There is no better 
exercise for your heart 
than reaching down 

and helping 
to lift someone up.
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BUSINESS

As we continue to hunker down 
through the pandemic, many of us are tir-
ing of the same carry-out or meal deliv-
ery and need something a little different 
to excite our palates. Great food options 
abound at FEED Kitchens so consider 
starting a new routine to try  something 
new each week to make meal time an ad-
venture. Food carts can't operate in the 
winter, so offering  curbside pickup dur-
ing the winter at FEED Kitchens helps 
to keep them in business. Think about 
getting out of the winter and pandemic 
mealtime rut while helping local food en-
trepreneurs at the same time.

El Wiscorican, a food cart featur-
ing Puerto Rican cuisine, is offering 
Thursday and Friday night meal pickups 
for orders placed by Wednesday of the 
same week. The menu changes weekly 
so check their website at Elwiscorican.
com. Tripleta sandwiches, grilled skirt 
steak, mofongo, chicken fricassee, pas-
telon, roast pork, and a selection of 
Puerto Rican sweet bread and desserts 
are items you will find on a rotating 
basis. In 176 reviews on Facebook, El 
Wiscorican receives a perfect review 
score of 5.0. You truly can’t go wrong 

Curbside meals, bakery and soup available weekly at FEED Kitchens

with anything you order.
Madison classic food cart Café 

Costa Rica operated by Chef Thony 
Clarke offers meal pickups at FEED 
on Wednesday evenings. The menu 
features sweet Latino chicken, bur-
ritos, quesadillas and family meals. 
Thony’s menu is a perennial favorite in 

By Chris Brockel 
FEED Kitchens

Business Product Website Order cutoff  Pickup

Cafe Costa Rica Latino chicken, burritos, quesadillas and 
family meals

mango-man-cooks.
square.site

Wednesday, 
noon

Wednesday, starting at 
4 pm at FEED Ktchens. 
1219 N. Sherman Ave.

El Wiscorican The menu changes weekly so check  
elwiscorican.com for the menu. Tripleta sand-
wiches, grilled skirt steak, mofongo, chicken 
fricassee, pastelon, roast pork, and a selection 
of Puerto Rican sweet bread and desserts. 

 elwiscorican.com Wednesday Thursday and Friday
Pickup starting at 4:30 pm 
FEED Kitchens,1219 N. 
Sherman Ave.

Far Breton Bakery Featuring old world artisan recipes  
Croissant Noir, Roasted Tomato Savory, 
Meyer Lemon Bar (Wheat-Free), Pear-
Ginger Galette, Cherry Almond Galette, 
Spiced Sugar Morning Bun, Pain Au 
Chocolat, All Butter Croissant, Kouign 
Amman

www.farbretonbakery.com/
shop

Prepaid 
advance order

8 am–noon, Friday 
morning pickups at 
FEED Kitchens, 1219 N. 
Sherman Ave. 

FEED Bakery Cookies, decorative cookies, brownies and 
bars, pastries and scones, muffins, coffee cakes 
and assorted trays

feedbakery.org Advance order 
required

M–F 8 am–4:30 pm 
FEED Kitchens,1219 N. 
Sherman Ave.

Soup's On! Freshly made soup by local restaurants and 
food businesses. Soup is frozen the same day.

www.danebuylocal.com/
soups-on/

Advance order  
Wednesday–
Saturday

Pick up at FEED 
Kitchens 1219 N. 
Sherman Ave.,  
Each Tuesday 4–6 pm

Madison. Orders can be placed through 
Thony’s website at mango-man-cooks.
square.site. While there you can also 
order a few bottles of his Mango Man 
Salsas to add zest to many of your fa-
vorite recipes.

The reputation of FEED Bakery and 
the wonderful baked goods produced 
by the FEED Bakery Training Program 
staff keeps growing. A purchase of 
their delectable baked goods helps sup-
port the program and puts more people 
back to work. Go to www.feedbakery.
org to see the product list that includes 
cookies, bars, pastries, muffins and 
more. Think of ordering for upcoming 
events or satisfy your family's cravings 
for great bakery. February is the perfect 
time to place your first order for FEED 
Bakery Valentine butter cookies and 
candy coated cookies as a treat for the 
office or to give to friends. 

In partnership with Dane Buy Local 
and locally owned restaurants, includ-
ing a handful of vendors working out 
of FEED Kitchens, the Soup’s On! ini-
tiative continues to sell and distrib-
ute quarts of freshly prepared soups 
each week through March at FEED 
Kitchens. Orders can be placed each 
Wednesday through Saturday through 
danebuylocal.org/Soups-on/. Pickup for 

the weekly orders is every Tuesday eve-
ning at FEED Kitchens from 4–6 pm. 
It's a drive through pickup, so you don't 
even have to leave your car. 

Far Breton Bakery offers weekly Friday 
morning pickups at FEED Kitchens of 
their old world artisan bakey menu. Far 
Breton bakes some of the best crois-
sants and spiced sugar buns that you 
will taste this side of the Atlantic Ocean. 
Far Breton also has a bakery trailer 
they sell from Sunday mornings just 
off Sherman Avenue next to Kappel’s 
Clock Shop. You can find their menu at 
farbretonbakery.com. While there you 
can also sign up for one or more of their 
Chef Pastry Workshops being offered at 
FEED Kitchens on Saturday mornings.

All of the small businesses operating 
out of FEED Kitchens have worked hard 
throughout the pandemic to keep them 
afloat, while keeping themselves and 
their families safe. They have experi-
mented with service models, pivoted 
as conditions demanded, and continue 
to stand tall against the forces work-
ing against them. Your support of their 
work sends them a strong message that 
you appreciate and desire their presence 
in our community while giving you a 
taste experience that will shake you out 
of the culinary doldrums.

Soup's On! orders are packaged for drive 
by pickup outside of FEED Kitchens.
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Help support local restaurants!
Some of your favorite local restaurants are making freshly frozen quarts of soup, 
including vegan, vegetarian and gluten-free options to order and pick up. 

Visit danebuylocal.com/soups-on/
  Wednesday–Saturday to place your order. 

Pick up at FEED Kitchens, 1219 N. Sherman Ave. 
        the following Tuesday from 4–6 pm

Sponsors

Valentine Cookies
Butter Cookie Trays 

2 lb. (approx. 90 cookies) $32.00   3 lb. (approx. 135 cookies) $46.00
4 lb. (approx. 180 cookies) $60.00                      5 lb. (approx. 225 cookies) $74.00

Valentine Cookie Box 
16 oz. box Butter Cookies  – $13.75         16 oz. box Candy Coated Hearts – $9.75

Party Trays
Made-to-order, 2 lb. minimum, call for pricing

Order at: 
feedbakery.org

email orders@feedbakery.org 
or call Amber at 608-444-1072. 

Pick up Mon–Fri, 7 am-4 pm 

Support the FEED Bakery Training Program
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COMMUNITY

The Dad Joke of the Day has become a 
tradition in the Cherokee Neighborhood.

The project was started by Tom and 
Jeni Hanser in March 2020 to help 
neighbors get through the pandemic 
shutdown. They posted a joke of the 
day on a signboard in their front yard on 
Comanche Way, and it proved extremely 
popular with people walking by. 

By October 2021, they were running 
out of steam and jokes. Luckily, friends 
were willing to take the project on. 
Ana Stephens, who lives nearby, now 
posts jokes daily on her lawn at 1105 
Menomonie Lane.

“We started Nov. 1,” Ana said. “The 
idea now is that we will have a rotating 
joke around the neighborhood. But so far, 
there are no volunteers for the next shift.”

Ana was happy to help because her 
mother, Neiva Fett, so appreciated the 

A common misconception about food 
pantries is that we offer only highly pro-
cessed foods with low nutritional value. 
Those who have never visited a food 
pantry might assume we distribute only 
frozen, canned and dry goods. The River 
Food Pantry is proud to let everyone 
know we offer much more than that. 

The River exists to provide an acces-
sible and stable supply of free nutritious 
food choices to anyone facing food inse-
curity in Dane County. We offer a bounti-
ful choice of groceries four days a week. 
Items include a variety of nonperishables, 
but also include fresh fruit and vegeta-
bles, milk, butter, eggs and meat options. 
We also offer gluten-free items, vegetar-
ian items, hygiene items and more. 

Our professionally trained chefs work 
with volunteers four days a week to 
cook fresh, nutritious and delicious to-go 
meals, including vegetarian options, for 
entire households to enjoy at home.

We are proud to offer as many quality 
food options as possible so people can 
choose what best meets their needs. We 
are making free healthy food more acces-
sible than ever before through our inno-
vative programs: groceries via curbside 

We are #PantryProud
By Becca Carpenter 
The River Food Pantry

By Anita Weier 
Northside News

pickup or delivery (River Delivers), on-
line grocery orders (ePantry), to-go meals 
(FAM, Family At-Home Meals), mobile 
lunch program (Munch), and our com-
munity partnerships.

By offering our community choices for 
groceries and meals, and ways to receive 

them, we show our neighbors respect, 
which is The River’s number one core val-
ue. From cooking meals with fresh ingre-
dients to filling fridges, freezers and cup-
boards, we are nourishing bodies, minds 
and souls throughout our community. 

Sincere thanks to all who help The 

River, along with other hardworking 
pantries in the area, to fulfill our vision 
of a fully nourished community. All 
are invited to come by The River and 
see for yourself why we are the area’s 
busiest food pantry. Learn more at 
riverfoodpantry.org.
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Dad Joke of the Day continues in 
Cherokee neighborhood

Dad Joke of the Day when she was re-
covering from back surgery. The fun 
stop gave Fett a reason to stick to her 
daily exercise routine.

Ana, who works at the Wisconsin 
Center or Education Research, is han-
dling the Dad Joke work mostly on her 
own. Her husband Jason, who works 
for an investment firm, is not usually in-
volved, nor are their three children. 

“The Hansers gave me a bunch of 
jokes to get started,” Ana said. “After 
those ran out, I have been finding them 
online. Also, just a few weeks ago, 
someone anonymously gifted us with a 
Dad Jokes book in our mailbox.”

Some of her favorites: “I just found 
out Albert Einstein was a real person. I 
thought he was a theoretical physicist.” 
“I asked my date to meet me at the gym, 
but she never showed up. I guess we’re 
not going to work out.” “To whoever 
stole my copy of Microsoft Office, I 
will find out. You have my Word.”

608-770-1861
schultzr@firstweber.com 

www.ruthschultz@firstweber.com

Join us on Sundays at 9:30 am in person or on Facebook. 
www.shermanaveumc.org

with a Grand Reopening on September 12.  www.shermanaveumc.org

with a Grand Reopening on September 12.  www.shermanaveumc.org
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In 1979, recognizing that many 
Vietnam veterans were experiencing re-
adjustment problems, Congress created 
Vet Centers to assist them. Since then, 
eligibility has been broadened to include 
veterans of more recent conflicts and 
veterans’ family members.

There are over 200 Vet Centers na-
tionwide whose mission is “to provide a 
broad range of counseling, outreach, and 
referral services to assist veterans and 
family members overcome the readjust-
ment problems associated with war and 
personal trauma.”

We are fortunate to have the Madison 
Vet Center right here on the Northside, 
located at 1291 N. Sherman Ave. in 
the NorthGate Shopping Center. The 
center oversees 18 counties in south-
central Wisconsin.

Services include individual and group 
readjustment counseling, marital and 
family counseling, referral for benefits 
assistance, liaison with community 
agencies, job counseling and placement, 
substance abuse information and refer-
ral, community education, and sexual 
trauma and harassment counseling. All 
services are free to eligible veterans and 

Madison Vet Center offers free services to veterans and their families

Dane County Veterans Service Office links local vets to benefits

By Rita Lord 
Northside News

By Anita Weier 
Northside News

Some local veterans, their spouses and 
dependents are unaware of numerous 
services and benefits available to them in 
return for military service.

The Dane County Veterans Service 
Office is there to help the 30,000 veter-
ans and spouses in Dane County find out 
about the medical, financial, educational 
and transportation benefits available  
to them.

State law requires that each county 
have such an office, and Dane County 
has provided one since 1942. Prior to 
the pandemic, veterans could just stop 
in at the office in Room 108 of the City-
County Building at 210 Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd., but currently services are 
provided by phone.

In the three years prior to 2020, about 
5,100 people a year were assisted by 
the office, which has five full-time and 
two half-time workers. “We are here to 
help veterans of all eras and all branches 
of the service,” said Veterans Service 
Officer Daniel Connery. 

The first step is to call the office at 
608-266-4158 and give basic informa-
tion about questions and needs. Then a 
formal phone appointment is set up with 
a veterans service officer, who must be 
a veteran.

“We try to be thorough to identify 
benefits a person could be eligible for,” 
Connery said. Not all benefits have the 
same eligibility requirements.

He recently was able to secure veterans 
benefits for a Northside woman whose 
husband had died. Because the veteran 
died from a service-connected condition, 
the spouse received Dependency and 
Indemnity Compensation.

“We don’t work for the federal or state 
government. We work for our veterans,” 
Connery said.

Veterans who are eligible for disability 
benefits can get anywhere from $120 a 
month for a 10% disability to thousands 
of dollars. “One female veteran whose 
disability claim we worked on for a de-
cade just got a retroactive payment of 
$258,000,” he added. “Some come in 
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their families.
Counselors come from many clinical 

disciplines such as psychology, social 
work, psychiatry and substance abuse. 
At the Madison Vet Center, all staff are 
prior service veterans.

Jonathan Howell, Veterans Outreach 
Program specialist and certified peer 
support specialist, stated, “We have mul-
tiple Vietnam Era, Living with PTSD, 
GWOT [Global War on Terrorism] and 
senior veteran groups. Average meeting 
time is once a month to every couple of 
weeks. Meetings are often held at se-
nior centers, VFWs and county Veterans 
Service Office locations. If veterans 
are interested in attending, we ask that 
they first contact us at 608-264-5342 for 
more information.”

For job counseling and placement, 
“We provide referral and support for the 
veteran to the Department of Workforce 
Development and community agencies 
to start the employment-seeking pro-
cess,” Howell said.

He noted, “Part of the role of the 
Veterans Outreach Program specialist 
is to provide education presentations to 
currently serving [military personnel], 
veterans and the public detailing what 
services we offer. We also partner with 

community providers, so we provide 
that information to help assist those 
wishing to be involved with their vet-
eran community.”

“The Vet Center prides itself on confi-
dentiality and offers a warm, welcoming 

atmosphere to all veteran populations,” 
said Howell. “We also provide a 24-hour 
Vet Center Call Center with counselors 
ready to talk with our veterans at any 
time. The call center can be reached at 
1-877-927-8387.”

and we end up filing a disability claim 
they wouldn’t have known to do.”

The office also works with the Veterans 
Administration to connect homeless 
veterans to permanent housing. A lo-
cal program called Vets Ride with Pride 

Madison Vet Center at 1291 N. Sherman Ave.

Warner Park Community Recreation Center (WPCRC) 
is now a Silver&Fit® participating Fitness Center! 

Silver&Fit is designed specifically to help older adults 
achieve better health through regular exercise and 

health education. Silver&Fit provides eligible members 
with no-cost or low-cost fitness memberships through 
arrangements with certain health plans. Silver&Fit is 

provided by American Specialty Health Fitness, Inc., a 
subsidiary of American Specialty Health Incorporated. 

If your health plan offers Silver&Fit and you would like more 
information about WPCRC, please contact Carie Abarca at 

cabarca@cityofmadison.com, or call 608-245-3669. 
You may also visit Silver&Fit at www.SilverandFit.com. 

Silver&Fit is a federally registered trademark of American Specialty Health Incorporated.

VFW 8483
North of Dane County Airport

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Friday Night Fish Fry
Phone orders start at 4:45 pm
Served every Friday 5–7:45 pm

Perch ................................  $13.00 
Cod   .................................  $11.00
Poor Man’s Lobster .............  $11.00
Walleye .............................  $14.00
Shrimp ..............................  $12.00
Chicken Strips ...................  $  8.00

Packer Sunday Breakfast
Served 9–11am – Bloody Mary $3 & $4

Happy Hour
Wednesday through Friday 3–6 pm

Also during Brewer, Badger, 
NASCAR and Packer Games

Sunday Burrito Breakfast
See Facebook for dates.

5737 County Road CV, Madison
241-3740  • facebook.com/VFW8483/

Super Bowl 
Spaghetti Feed
Sunday, Feb. 13  
3 pm until gone
$6 Plate – All you can eat 
Drink specials

Saint Patrick’s Celebration 
Reuben sandwiches, 
corned beef & cabbage
Saturday, March 19 
11 am until gone
Drink specials

provides bus passes for Madison Metro.
The Veterans Service Office connects 

veterans to the Wisconsin GI Bill, which 
provides a tuition waiver for eligible 
vets to attend Wisconsin universities or 
technical colleges. Also, veterans who 

have been affected by medical problems 
caused by Agent Orange can receive sub-
stantial benefits.

Those with questions should phone the 
Veterans Service Office at 608-266-4158 
or go to the website DaneVets.com. 
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Six adult participants attended a six-
week sewing class at the East Madison 
Community Center presented by The 
Sewing Machine Project®. The project 
offers classes at local community 
centers, serving clients designated by 
the centers.

The curriculum focuses on basic 
sewing and mending and becoming ac-
quainted with the sewing machine — 
how to operate and maintain it. Each 
course runs six weeks. Students are 
required to attend all six sessions in a 

Elijah Smith, a motivated youth and Elijah Smith, a motivated youth and 
teen program worker at the East Madison teen program worker at the East Madison 
Community Center, recently received Community Center, recently received 
an exciting award for his creativity and an exciting award for his creativity and 
entrepreneurial skills. Elijah won first entrepreneurial skills. Elijah won first 
place in a program called Teens Mean place in a program called Teens Mean 
Business, which is hosted by CEOS of Business, which is hosted by CEOS of 
Tomorrow Inc. Tomorrow Inc. 

“We had eight to nine weeks to come “We had eight to nine weeks to come 
up with a business idea and present it to up with a business idea and present it to 
the judges and see what happens. The the judges and see what happens. The 
goal of my project is to destroy teen obe-goal of my project is to destroy teen obe-
sity. I created a customizable backpack sity. I created a customizable backpack 
that includes a water bottle, basketball that includes a water bottle, basketball 
and instructional cards with basketball and instructional cards with basketball 
activities,” said Elijah.activities,” said Elijah.

“The third place winner gets $250 and “The third place winner gets $250 and 
an award, second place gets $500 and an an award, second place gets $500 and an 
award, and first place gets $1,000 and an award, and first place gets $1,000 and an 
award. Half of that money goes to the award. Half of that money goes to the 
college of your choice. I plan to go to college of your choice. I plan to go to 
Madison College to study construction Madison College to study construction 
and architecture,” he said.and architecture,” he said.

The Sewing Machine Project offered classes at EMCC.

The Sewing Machine Project offered classes at EMCC.

The Sewing Machine Project held classes at EMCC
By Regina McConnell 

East Madison Community Center

By Regina McConnell 
East Madison Community Center

course and “pay it forward” by complet-
ing a project to be donated to the com-
munity center where the class is held. 
After meeting these requirements, stu-
dents are “gifted” the machine on which 
they learned, along with a small starter 
sewing kit.

The talented instructor, Rebecca Sites, 
encouraged students to take risks and 
push boundaries within each lesson. 
Volunteers provided support as needed. 
EMCC plans to host another round of 
workshops in spring 2022. 

For more information about the proj-
ect, visit thesewingmachineproject.org/
our-work/local-sewing-programs.

Elijah Smith was awarded first place in 
the Teens Mean Business program.

Youth staff member at EMCC wins 
first place award
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Northside Poet
Collective  By Jason Robert Van Pelt

Our Northside is respective
To the diverse perspective
Drawing North Star Awards
From councils to boards

Lo! VFW open to the public
Honored like a persona brick
Hardworking alike mustangs
Going all around as boomerangs!

COMMUNITY

Zamora Roofing LLC
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Schedule now
New construction, reroofing, roof repair, 
and hail and wind damage repair

We’re practicing social distancing and using masks.  

Free estimates  |  608-698-5092  |  Facebook @zamoraroofingllc

How Would It Feel To Sell Your House As-Is? 

   Inquire today to receive your no-obligation cash offer   

What other Northside homeowners say: 

“…Their teamwork made everything run 
smooth from start to finish. They were very 
professional and always explained and an-

swered my questions.”  -Wanda W. 

Wisconsin House Buyers, LLC is a local Madison house buyer. 

We can buy your house As-Is.  

Our family-owned and operated company will treat your family with 

 the privacy and respect you deserve. 

   (608) 291-9021    nmadisonhb.com   

No Repairs No Cleaning No Realtors No Uncertainty 

We Remain Open For Business. If you need to sell your home, 
we can help. We are taking all necessary precautionary 

measures. View our COVID policy on our website. 
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COMMUNITY

The past year we have heard many sto-
ries about voter fraud, rigged machines 
and dishonest election officials. I have 
been a City of Madison election official 
(poll worker) since 2013, and I’m here to 
tell you the stories are wrong.

Election officials must attend training 
sessions before every election so they are 
up to date on current election laws and 
the many detailed procedures that must 
be performed in order to comply with 
those laws. Most processes require two 
workers to complete each task, which not 
only reduces human error but also ensures 
that an individual election worker cannot 
make alternations to official records.

Could someone request more than 
one absentee ballot? Could someone 
request absentee ballots for deceased 
or fictitious people? No!

Absentee ballots are sent only to reg-
istered voters who submit an acceptable 
photo ID or already have an ID on file. 
When a ballot is sent, that fact is noted in 
the voter list and additional requests from 
that voter will not be filled. (Each voter is 
assigned a specific voter number, so two 
voters with the same name will each be 
able to obtain an absentee ballot.)

Fictitious names will not appear in the 
voter list and, therefore, will not receive 
absentee ballots. 

Voter lists are updated regularly to 
remove deceased voters. Clerks also 

Madison election officials ensure fair, secure elections
By Rita Lord 
Northside News

By Mike Lawler 
ARTS for ALL Wisconsin

update voter lists to remove people who 
have registered to vote in another state/
ward/county, have been convicted of a 
felony, have been declared incompetent 
by a court, or have moved.

Voters are encouraged to update per-
sonal data online via MyVote.com or re-
register in person if they have moved or 
have a name change. 

Could someone vote twice if they 
mail in an absentee ballot and also 
vote in person? No!

Voting more than once is a felony for 
which you can be prosecuted and fined.

When you submit an absentee ballot, 
staff at the City Clerk’s office reviews 
the Absentee Certificate Envelope for 
completeness and checks for signs of 
tampering. Absentee ballots are kept in 
a locked vault until election day, when 
the sealed unopened Absentee Certificate 
Envelopes are delivered to your polling 
place. There is a strict chain of custody 
for delivery to polling locations and re-
turn to the clerk’s office.

At the polling place, an election offi-
cial takes the envelope to the poll book 
table, just as if you were there in person. 
The official says aloud, “processing ab-
sentee ballot” and states your name and 
address aloud (as required by state law). 
Instead of signing the poll book, the word 
“Absentee” is printed in the signature 
box, and the election official receives a 
voter number slip. The ballot envelope is 
then opened, and your ballot is inserted 
into the tabulator. 

If you later show up to vote in person, 
the poll book will reflect that an absentee 
ballot has already been cast, and you will 
not be allowed to vote again. 

The reverse is also true. If you vote 
in person, you will state your name and 
address aloud (as required by state law), 
sign the poll book, receive a voter num-
ber, complete a ballot, and insert it into 
the tabulator. If an absentee ballot in 
your name is later found, election offi-
cials will see that you have already voted 
in person and your absentee ballot will 
not be counted.

Be aware that an election official will 
note in the Inspector Statement that 
you tried to vote twice. The Board of 
Canvassers reviews Inspector Statements 
and will take appropriate action.

Could someone vote twice by going 
to two different polling places? No!

Voters cannot be registered in two dif-
ferent wards. If you went to a different 
polling place and tried to register as a 
new voter, you would be required to pro-
vide proof of identity (valid and accept-
able photo ID) and proof of residence 
showing that you currently live in the 
ward where you are registering. Without 
those, you cannot register to vote. 

Intent to vote more than once, regard-
less of voting manner or poll location, 
is a felony, subject to prosecution and a 
fine.

Could an election official change the 
numbers in the tabulator? No!

Madison uses ESS DS200 electronic 

scanners to tabulate votes. In setting up 
the tabulator, two election officials en-
sure that all security seals/tabs/zip ties 
remain intact and were not tampered 
or broken and document that all seal 
numbers match those in the Inspector 
Statement. 

Election officials monitor the tabulator 
throughout the day and regularly com-
pare the number of paper voter slips is-
sued with the total votes shown on the 
machine to make sure the two numbers 
match. Election officials have no access 
to the inner workings of the tabulator.

The tabulator generates a detailed au-
dit log of all actions that occur on the 
unit, including access attempts, access of 
system functions and errors. It would be 
impossible to tamper with the machine 
without the tampering showing up on the 
log. Information, including vote totals, is 
saved on an encrypted flash drive, and it 
is not possible for a separate device to 
interface with the flash drive to overwrite 
or change data.

New redistricting maps have affected 
wards and poll locations. Voters are en-
couraged to visit MyVote.com (Where 
do I vote?) for new ward numbers and 
new polling locations.

The goal of the Madison City Clerk is 
that “each eligible voter will be able to 
cast a ballot and have that ballot count-
ed.” Madison’s election workers are 
committed to that goal.

Vote in the Spring General Election, 
April 5.

On Jan. 26, the Aging & Disability 
Resource Center of Dane County 
(ADRC) held a ribbon cutting cere-
mony announcing that ARTS for ALL 
Wisconsin (AFA) and its art center on 
Aberg Avenue are dementia-friendly. 
All administrative staff and members of 
AFA teaching staff received the train-
ing in late 2021 in advance of starting 
the new SPARK! program.

“I’m so thrilled to know our staff 
is equipped with the knowledge and 
strategies gained from the ADRC’s 
Dementia Friendly training” said 
AFA Director of Arts Education Jill 
Jaworski. “We are always working 
to improve our accessible and adapt-
able arts programming for community 
members, and this additional training 
prepares our teaching artists to offer 

ARTS for ALL Wisconsin offers memory loss program
excellent support to our SPARK! pro-
gram participants.”

All SPARK! programs are free for 
participants and care partners to at-
tend together on the first Friday of each 
month. Each 90-minute program is 
unique, including creative experiences 
in artmaking, drama, movement/dance, 
music, poetry or storytelling.

The program kicks off Friday, Feb. 4, 
with Telling Tales Together with teach-
ing artist Terry Kerr, allowing par-
ticipants to liberate their imaginations 
and connect with one another as they 
explore story structure and storytelling 
techniques.

·  What: Cultural programs for peo-
ple with early to mid-stage memory 
loss and care partners

·  When: Every first Friday begin-
ning February 4, from 10-11:30 am

·  Where: 1709 Aberg Avenue,  
Suite 1

·  How: Register each month at 
artsforallwi.org/programs/spark.
About ARTS for ALL

The mission of AFA is to expand the 
capabilities, confidence, and quality of 
life for children and adults with disabil-
ities throughout Wisconsin by provid-
ing programs in the arts. More informa-
tion can be found at artsforallwi.org.
About the ADRC Dementia Friendly 
Program

A dementia-friendly community is a 
place where individuals with demen-
tia live good and comfortable lives as 
independently as possible, continue 
to be a functional part of their com-
munities, are met with patience and 
understanding, and are given support 
where necessary. The Dementia Care 
Specialist works with communities in 
Dane County to raise awareness about 
people with dementia and their needs.   1865 Northport Dr. – Northside TownCenter

Must present this coupon. 1 coupon per order.  Not valid with 
other offers. Expires 3/31/22

BUY ONE
GET 2nd 1/2 off

African comfort food

Liver & Onions

Fufu

Shwarma 

Benachin

Yassa 

Domada

 THE MADISONIAN

Opening summer 2022    1859 Aberg Ave., Madison

1 & 2 bedroom 
apartments include:

Heat, in-unit washer & dryer, storage

Amenities
Underground, heated parking availability

Community room with large 3-season patio
Craft room, fi tness room, guest suite
Resident activities and much more.

608-241-6000
www.MadisonianApartments.com

Senior (55+) Apartments
3-bedroom, affordable townhouse units also available (no age restrictions) 
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SCHOOL AND YOUTH

Let’s start with a simple statement of 
truth: We learned some things during this 
pandemic. As college students, along 
with our former teacher from Madison 
East High School, we want to highlight 
lessons the pandemic has taught us as our 
way of sharing with our EHS communi-
ty. Whatever the timeframe from 2020 to 
the present has been, we can attest that 
we are each changed. 

Although the pandemic interfered with 
our high school graduation and with Ms. 
Naputi’s chance to properly celebrate our 
passage to college, one thing remained: 
our ties to each other that foster a deep 
sense of sharing. 

Here are lessons we learned with add-
ed lyrics that we believe substantiate 
our lessons. 

Perseverance: We’ve felt completely 
overwhelmed and often caught ourselves 
questioning our abilities to tackle what 
appeared to be insurmountable chal-
lenges. In those moments, we thought 
about Aaliyah’s lyric in one of her songs, 
“And if you don’t succeed, dust yourself 
off and try again.” Our perseverance was 
evident when we stepped in with found 
confidence and reminded ourselves what 
our victories have been so far.

If there’s a will, there’s a way: We 
sound like our grandparents, but this 
is for real. One of us currently attends 
Clark Atlanta University and one of us 
attends Jackson State University. Both 

Nevaehia Boston and Deniye Mitchell

Ph
ot

o 
by

 V
er

a 
N

ap
ut

i

Vera Naputi

Ph
ot

o 
by

 V
er

a 
N

ap
ut

i

Lyrically bringing our pandemic truths
By Deniye Mitchell, Nevaehia  

Boston and Vera Naputi 
East High School

are historically black colleges and uni-
versities. There were points when we 
were not 100% certain we would get to 
enroll during the pandemic. You name 
it, we felt the barriers. But we internally 
used our willingness to believe in our 
path and purpose, and we found a way. 

Take advantage of free money: To all 
students who are in the process of pre-
college prep, listen to your teachers and 
counselors. Apply for everything related 
to scholarships, grants and work study. 

As Rapsody’s lyric says, “I like the 
checks with the commas on commas; 
I want the checks with the commas on 
commas.” We deserve all the opportuni-
ties and need to believe we are all de-
serving of the money. 

Life will never be the same so focus 
on the present and not the past. We are 
thinking about J. Cole’s lyric from the 
song, “let.go.my.hand.” “At times you 
gotta step away, do some livin.’ Let time 
provide a new prescription, given truer 
vision.” There are times when we have 
been wistful and have wanted to go 
back to life pre-pandemic. But J. Cole 
is speaking our truth, and to us, we are 
stepping away from the past and we are 
open to a “new prescription” to a hope-
ful, good life.

Self-care is important: More than 
ever, we need to care for ourselves, not 
only by ourselves, but in community. 
In each of our cultures, we believe we 
find joy and hope when we care for 
ourselves and each other. For this vital 
lesson, we bring in Lauryn Hill’s lyrics, 
“How you gonna win when you ain’t 
right within” and “Tomorrow, our seeds 
will grow. All we need is dedication.” 
Learning how to dedicate time and ener-
gy to care for ourselves inevitably gives 
us the seeds to grow on our journey to 
be fully human.

All of these things matter when it 
comes to our current realities. Wherever 
we are on our journey, know that we are 
exactly where we need to be; and as two 

college students and an educator, we are 
thriving.

Deniye attends Clark Atlanta 
University. Nevaehia attends Jackson 
State University. Both graduated from 
East High School where Ms. Naputi is 
a teacher.

Let us help you  
 with your taxes 

• Individuals 
• Small businesses 
• Tax planning 
• Tax problems 

 
www.mymoneyaccounting.com 
621 N Sherman Ave Ste B2, Madison 

608-471-4200 

Strengthening the Fabric of Our Community.
Kerri Mallien, Banking Center Manager
NMLS #1872673 | 608-237-0758 | kerri.mallien@oldnational.com
2929 N. Sherman Ave., Madison, WI 53704

Helping moments like this become a reality.
                 Find your perfect home with Lauer Realty Group

2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
$710/MONTH 

NORTHPOINTE 
609 Vera Court #1 

608.246.0914 

apply online at 
www.meridiangroupinc.net 

Now Accepting 
Waitlist Applications

2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
$740/MONTH

608.246.0914
Apply online at Apply online at 

www.meridiangroupinc.netwww.meridiangroupinc.net

2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
$710/MONTH 

NORTHPOINTE 
609 Vera Court #1 

608.246.0914 

apply online at 
www.meridiangroupinc.net 

 Call, text, or email today!

Computers and Laptops 

Laser printers and Networks

  NNoo  ttrriipp  ffeeee  ffoorr  NNoorrtthhssiiddee  rreessiiddeennccee..

MICRO-TECHNIX

Don’t Despair, We Repair! 
235-0485 Mon.–Fri.

9 am—5 pm

Trusted service since 1996
Thank you for your business 

RRaatteedd  AA++  bbyy  WWiissccoonnssiinn  BBBBBB

CCeerrttiiffiieedd  SSeerrvviiccee  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall
RReenneeee  SSiimmoouusseekk

MMiiccrroo--TTeecchhnniixx  ddooeess  nnoott  

rreeppaaiirr,,  iinnkkjjeett  pprriinntteerrss,,  pphhoonneess  oorr  ttaabblleettss..  

    ComputerRepairMadison.net 

Renee worked with us and gave us several 

different options to fix our issues. She wasn’t 

pushy, presented affordable solutions, let us 

decide, and was great about answering our 

questions. - B. Nelson Madison, WI 

  RReenneeee..MMiiccrrootteecchhnniixx@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm
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SCHOOL AND YOUTH

DOG WALKS
CAT SITTING
HOUSE SITTING

DOWNLOAD OUR APP!

FreeBellyRubs.comFreeBellyRubs.com 608.286.1573

Professional and Dependable Pet & House Sitting

 Online Schedule Requests - Download the App @ FreeBellyRubs.com

GPS Tracking & 

Photo Messages 

on all pet visits

Madison Starlings Volleyball Club is 
a local group working to improve ac-
cess to club volleyball regardless of 
income. We are a local program under 
Starlings Volleyball USA. Club volley-
ball is an opportunity for youth to play 
outside the school season. 

The 2021-22 season is already un-
derway, but youth are welcome to join 
our open gyms. For more information, 

East students and current eighth-grad-
ers are in the process of selecting courses 
for 2022-23. Be sure to investigate all 
the options and think ahead about what 
can be done now to develop skills for a 
livelihood tomorrow. There are many 
opportunities at East to develop cultural 
competence and artistic talent, investi-
gate specific career fields, and get a head 
start on earning technical certifications or 
Madison College/UW-Madison credits. 
Talk to counselors soon about dual credit 
options, advanced placement and the Start 
College Now program, all of which en-
able prepared and motivated students to 
begin their post-secondary studies early.

Math Club students have been com-
peting virtually with other Dane County 
schools throughout the fall semester. New 
team members are welcome to join for the 
February and March math meets, and also 
for the cool non-competitive problems 
discussed every Friday during lunch. 
Contact Ms. Paschke or Mr. Galarowicz 
to get involved.

Two teams of East students partici-
pated in the High School Mathematics 
Competition in Modeling. East teams 
researched and produced capacity and 
cost analyses for battery storage of solar 
energy when private residences go off the 
mainstream power grid. As we await the 

By Patty Witte 
Madison Starlings

By Cynthia Chin 
Madison East High Scjhool

Math, engineering and more at  
East High School

Volleyball is the setting, equity for 
the score!

results of this competition, a group of se-
nior and junior participants is contemplat-
ing participation in the Math Modeling 
Challenge sponsored by MathWorks and 
the Society of Industrial and Applied 
Mathematics in late February.

America Saves Week is Feb. 21‒25. 
This year’s theme is “Building Financial 
Resilience” (americasavesweek.org). 
East students can improve their financial 
know-how by taking specific math, social 
studies, business, and family and consumer 
science courses. High school students with 
Summit Credit Union branches in their 
buildings (like East) have the opportunity 
to participate in Project Teen Money 
each year. Visit summitcreditunion.com/
project-teen-money/videos to watch short 
videos made by students about spending, 
saving and giving.

National Engineers Week is Feb. 
20‒26. East’s Engineering Club is al-
ways looking for new members. This 
year we have hosted virtual visits 
from Madison College Engineering 
Transfer Program, Society of Hispanic 
Professional Engineers, UW-Madison 
Biomedical Engineering Department, 
and Engineers Without Borders. We 
have completed some engineering de-
sign challenges and will be working 
through the Beats Unlocked Computer 
Programming mini-course during our 
spring semester. Contact Ms. Chin for 
more information.

email madisonstarlings@gmail.com.
Do you love volleyball? Girls ages 

12‒18 and boys ages 12‒15 are welcome 
to try out. Tryouts for 2022-23 will be 
in October for middle school students 
and November for high school students. 
Specific dates will be listed on our web-
site as fall approaches. 

Adult volunteers are needed to help us 
year-round.

Our website is starlings.org/Madison, 
where you can find more information 
about our club.

Giving back to our 
Northside neighbors
In 2021, Ascendium employees spent more than 

4,000 hours volunteering in our community.  

This year, we want to help even more.

If you know of a nonprofit in need of occasional volunteers, 
contact us at ascendiumcares@ascendiumeducation.org. 
 
ascendiumeducation.org
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Jeffrey A Prebish
Financial Advisor

16 N Livingston St
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ENVIRONMENT 

The friends and the birds we see ev-
ery day come in a rainbow of colors. 
Because they are familiar to us, we 
sometimes forget how beautiful and 
special they are. The common everyday 
Wisconsin birds we see and enjoy in 
our backyards, school grounds, neigh-
borhoods and parks are just as colorful 
as birds anywhere in the world, even 
in winter. You don’t have to travel to 
Africa or Europe or South America or 
Asia to find special people and special 
birds. Some of them are right here.

Wisconsin’s Rainbow of Birds in-
cludes big, foot-long, blue, black and 
white Blue Jays whose jaunty head 
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Blue Jay

Northern Cardinal

A rainbow of birds found in our community
By Paul Noeldner 

Friends of Urban Nature
crest and noisy “jay jay jay” calls wel-
come us outdoors on cold bright win-
ter days. Their Latin name “cyanocitta 
cristata” comes from Greek words 
meaning dark blue jay with a crest. 

A slightly smaller but equally bright-
colored neighborhood bird with a 
flashy head crest and jaunty “cheerio 
cheerio” call is the Northern Cardinal. 
Female cardinals have a beautiful or-
ange tinge that glows in sunlight. The 
males are a striking bright red that gave 
them their name because they remind-
ed people of Catholic Church leaders 
called cardinals, who traditionally wear 
bright red robes. 

Today our common neighborhood 
Blue Jays and Cardinals give their 
names to major sports teams that 

wear their colors. The Rainbow of 
Birds around us in winter also in-
cludes yellow (Goldfinch), black 
(American Crow), white (Tundra 
Swan), black and white (Black-
capped Chickadee), pink (House 
Finch) and tan (Cedar Waxwing).

There is an old adage that says, “birds 
of a feather flock together.” However, 
much like people, birds often do better 
when they flock together with birds of 
different colors to help alert each other 
to danger and to help find and share 

food sources. These birds remind us 
that people we see every day come in 
all colors too, and they are all beauti-
ful if we stop to look, listen and learn 
about what makes them special and 
share in helping each other.

Learn more about all these birds visit 
AllAboutBirds.org and search for their 
names to find fun facts about them. 
Check out the Northside News Calendar 
and join free Bird and Nature Adventures 
to see some of these brightly colored 
Wisconsin winter birds for yourself.

“Bring Back The Spring” 
Crane Spotting Contest

a trail from Olbrich Park all the way up to 
Cherokee Marsh, with stopping off points 
along the way to visit the various parks 
and all that they offer — wonderful as-
sortment of natural features, cultural ex-
plorations at Indigenous mound sites, and 
a variety of things to do. 

A natural area park has fewer inputs, 
like mowing and pesticides; and the ac-
tive Friends group, in collaboration with 
area conservation groups and neighbors, 
are already improving the habitat and do-
ing restoration work with the permission of 
Kraft Heinz. What better way to get area 
children out and into nature than making 
it accessible, safe, welcoming and nearby?

At the April 26, 2021, Plan 
Commission meeting on proactive zon-
ing for the Oscar Mayer area, it was de-
cided that the area designated in the plan 
as green space be considered as being 
zoned conservancy natural area, rather 
than park and recreation. 

The exact wording from the meet-
ing minutes states “That the Hartmeyer 
property be zoned CN (Conservancy) 
instead of PR (Parks and Recreation) 
but recognizing that, given the planned 
amount of housing in the area, some 
of that land may be needed for active 

recreation, which may require some PR 
zoning. There was also support for just 
officially mapping the future park with-
out addressing the zoning until later.”

In April 2021, the Suter family pur-
chased a half-acre portion of the Roth 
Street property right behind Kavanugh’s 
Esquire Club and intends to redevelop 
the Fox Water building and eventually 
have a construction business and apart-
ment in that location. This is a portion 
of the land that was designated in the 
OMSAP as future conservation and natu-
ral area for public good. 

Will the city keep its commitment to 
creating a 16-acre conservation natural 
area at the Roth Street wetland or will it 
let the opportunity for a beautiful legacy 
park slip away, one half-acre at a time?

When discussing the wetland at Roth 
Street, the Sherman Neighborhood 
Association Co-Chairperson Jennifer 
(Jeff) Argelander is clear that “the 
neighborhood values the wetland natu-
ral area and strongly supports protect-
ing it as a legacy resource in the com-
munity, for now and into the future.”

This item will be up for a vote for re-
zoning at the Feb 7 Plan Commission 
meeting, Legistar # 68639.

Will the City continued from page 1

 Call, text, or email today!

Computers and Laptops 

Laser printers and Networks

  NNoo  ttrriipp  ffeeee  ffoorr  NNoorrtthhssiiddee  rreessiiddeennccee..

MICRO-TECHNIX

Don’t Despair, We Repair! 
235-0485 Mon.–Fri.

9 am—5 pm

Trusted service since 1996
Thank you for your business 

RRaatteedd  AA++  bbyy  WWiissccoonnssiinn  BBBBBB

CCeerrttiiffiieedd  SSeerrvviiccee  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall
RReenneeee  SSiimmoouusseekk

MMiiccrroo--TTeecchhnniixx  ddooeess  nnoott  

rreeppaaiirr,,  iinnkkjjeett  pprriinntteerrss,,  pphhoonneess  oorr  ttaabblleettss..  

    ComputerRepairMadison.net 

Renee worked with us and gave us several 

different options to fix our issues. She wasn’t 

pushy, presented affordable solutions, let us 

decide, and was great about answering our 

questions. - B. Nelson Madison, WI 

  RReenneeee..MMiiccrrootteecchhnniixx@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm

Nature starts hinting at warmer weather in the late winter and early spring.  Red 
buds of maple trees seem to swell and show more brightly.  Icicles on the sunny 
side of the house drip and trickle as a little snow melts from the roof.  Cranes, 
although they look too sophisticated and delicate to muck around in the snow, can 
appear before the actual Spring Equinox.

To enter the Northside News “Bring Back The Spring Crane Spotting Contest,” 
mail your entry to: Northside News, 1219 N. Sherman Ave., Madison, WI 53704; 
or email your entry to office@northsideplanningcouncil.org .

Contest starts February 1, 2022 and ends March 21, 2022. 
Warner Park enthusiast and Master Naturalist, Kathlean Wolf, will announce 

the date sandhill cranes are spotted at Warner Park. Only one entry per person. If 
multiple entries are correct, the winners will be selected by a drawing.

Prizes have been donated by:
Jung Garden Center, 1313 Northport Drive
Kingdom Restaurant, 1865 Northport Drive
Enrique’s Market, 1417 Northport Drive

Winners will be announced in the April/May issue of the Northside News.

Your Name: Phone or Email:

Mailing address (optional)

Comments?

Mail this form to:  
Northside News, 1219 N. Sherman Ave., Madison, WI 53704

or Email to: 
office@northsideplanningcouncil.org.

Date you expect first 
crane is spotted:

Entry Form: Warner Park Crane Spotting Contest
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ENVIRONMENT 

Madison Water Utility continues its 
proactive approach to PFAS testing. The 
utility expanded PFAS testing in 2019 to 
include a wider spectrum of PFAS chem-
icals. These PFAS tests were among 
the 25,350 total tests conducted by the 
utility in 2021 to ensure drinking water 
safety. The latest results indicate that at 
least some PFAS are present in Madison 
wells. However, all 21 active wells meet 
each drinking water standard proposed 
by either the U.S. EPA or Wisconsin 
DNR, and all proposed drinking water 
standards recommended by Wisconsin 
DHS for additional PFAS compounds.

PFAS, or Per and Polyfluoroalkyl 

There certainly is no better sledding 
hill in Madison than the big lawn area of 
Lake View Hill Park right in the middle 
of the Northside. If you throw in the 
view across Lake Mendota, it becomes a 
spectacular winter sports destination.

The Friends of Lake View Hill Park 
are pleased to announce a family sled-
ding event on Saturday, Feb. 12, from 9 
am‒12 pm at Lake View Hill Park, 1202 
Northport Drive.

By Marcus Pearson 
Madison Water Utility 

By Dan Tortorice 
Friends of Lake View Hill Park

Your local vegetable farm (located 
at 502 Troy Drive) may be covered by 
a blanket of snow but we’re dreaming 
about all the fresh vegetables we will 
grow — and eat — this summer. 

Each year we grow about 60 varieties 
of vegetables from basil to zucchini. We 
love being a part of the Northside com-
munity and can’t wait to share another 
growing season with you. 

We had a busy 2021, including sell-
ing and donating about 54,000 pounds 
of vegetables. That’s the weight of a 
humpback whale or a snowplow. After a 
long hiatus, we were happy to welcome 
people back to our sites, including com-
munity meals at Troy Drive with fresh 
vegetables from Troy Farm, prepared by 
local chefs and highlighting Madison’s 
many cultures. It was great seeing all of 
you who came out to share a meal with 
us, and we can’t wait to see more of you 
at community meals in 2022. 

Last year we piloted a program called 
Rooted in Culture. Middle schoolers 
from the Northside had several weeks 
of hands-on experience at Rooted’s sites 
at Troy Farm and Badger Rock Urban 
Farm, as well as other farms in Dane 
County. They learned about a wide va-
riety of farming practices, food and 

By Taylar Foster 
Troy Farm

Rooted’s Troy Farm Greetings

In Lake View Hill Park the sledding comes with a great view.
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Family sledding event Feb. 12 in 
Lake View Hill Park

2021 PFAS Water Quality Test Results 
All active wells meet drinking water standards. Well 15 to remain offline indefinitely.

Substances, are a class of thousands 
of pervasive, human-made chemicals 
found in the air, local lakes and ground-
water, and other water bodies like 
Starkweather Creek. They are responsi-
ble for the non-stick, stain-resistant and 
fire-retardant properties of cookware, 
clothing, fabrics, food packaging and 
foams. Exposure to PFAS is inevitable, 
regardless of locale, but only a small 
portion of human exposure comes from 
drinking water; most derive from sourc-
es like food packaging and commer-
cially treated products that make them 
non-stick or stain- and water-repellent. 
Lifetime exposure to high PFAS lev-
els, particularly consumption of locally 
caught contaminated fish, are believed 
to be harmful to humans.

PFAS were first found at Well 15, lo-
cated on East Washington Avenue, in 
2017. Amid community concerns about 
PFAS chemicals, the utility shut down 
the well in March 2019. Well 15 is an im-
portant water supply source for Madison 
Water Utility and a critical strategic as-
set. Possible treatment options are being 
explored for PFAS removal at the well. 
The utility fully commits to inform and 
engage the public, especially those resid-
ing in the Well 15 service area, before 
any decision to place the well back in 
service is made. 

The utility acknowledges the criti-
cal role of community advocacy played 
by organizations such as Madison 
Environmental Justice, neighborhood 
associations (Carpenter-Ridgeway, 

Eken Park/Emerson East, Glendale and 
Greater Sandburg), and other interested 
and involved citizens. Such advocacy 
informs public policy decisions and pro-
motes better outcomes. 

Filtration efforts could potentially re-
sult in increased rates to the utility’s cus-
tomers. The utility is proactively seeking 
the Public Service Commission’s approv-
al for a Customer Assistance Program to 
help with affordability. Continued con-
servation by utility customers has made 
it feasible, in the short term, to meet 
demand and fire protection needs in the 
area with Well 15 currently offline.

2021 Water Quality Testing Results 
are available at cityofmadison.com/
water/documents/water-quality/PFAS 
table_2021.pdf.

agricultural issues. We look forward to 
offering this program again this year. 

Toward the end of the growing sea-
son, second graders from Mendota 
Elementary School visited Rooted at 
Troy Farm and the Troy Kids’ Garden. 
They helped us harvest sweet potatoes, 
made yummy snacks using farm veg-
gies, and had fun with vegetable art. It’s 
so great having children visit.

If you’re not able to make it to one of 
our events, you’re always welcome to 
visit the land that Rooted stewards on 
Troy Drive, which includes Troy Farm, 
Troy Community Gardens, Troy Kids’ 
Garden, a native prairie and a series of 
walking paths. 

Garden plots fill up fast, so if you’re in-
terested in gardening at Troy Community 
Garden, sign up at danegardens.net. 

The walking paths, which are open 
to the public, meander through woods, 
prairie and open space. There are educa-
tional interpretive signs that orient you 
to what you’re seeing. 

Whether you’ve never explored here 
before or it’s a place you know well, 
there’s always something new to see. 
Come check out this beautiful space.

Troy Farm is operated by Rooted, 
a nonprofit organization. Learn more 
about us at rootedwi.org or find us on 
Facebook or Instagram; we love con-
necting in person and virtually.

This fun activity is co-sponsored by 
Healthy Parks Healthy You in part-
nership with Dean Health Plan, Dane 
County Parks and the Foundation for 
Dane County Parks. It’s part of our na-
tional observance of February being 
Heart Health Awareness Month.

In addition to sledding, we will have 
free refreshments and healthy treats, in-
formation on heart-healthy living, and a 
chance to win prizes.

Pack up the family and join us for 
some exciting winter fun.

stated, “The Raemisch Farm Work Group 
favors housing, but not in an unsafe loca-
tion. We won’t know the true noise level 
at Raemisch Farm until the F-35s get here. 
Why not leave everything west of the 
65-decibel contour in Agriculture zoning 
until 2027?”

The Oscar Mayer Special Area Plan 
recommends the area near the Hooper 
Corporation on Packers Avenue as a food 
corridor. A food network could be an-
chored in the Public Market to the south, 
include FEED Kitchens, area restaurants 
and markets, Troy Gardens, Northside 

Farmers Market, the Northside Business 
Association and food growers at 
Raemisch Farm, owned by Groundswell. 
The farm is on a bus route, which is of 
interest to several Hmong growers who 
do not drive. Madison could host one 
of the country’s largest urban farms. A 
Northside network related to food and 
locally grown products is an idea worth 
considering.

Share your ideas and comments with 
Alder Charles Myadze at District18@
cityofmadison.com and Alder Syed Abbas 
at District12@cityofmadison.com.

District 18. He has also gained more 
eastside territory.

“The district always went out to the 
interstate, but now it is clustered around 
the interstate. I have East Town Mall 
and Walmart and Reindahl Park,” he 
said.

The major change facing Palm is that, 
due to a last-minute amendment, he will 
have to move to stay in his district. “We 
are going to sell our house and move. 
I am renting a room in the interim,” 
Palm said. “The ward I was in is now in 
District 6.”

Palm works for the Madison School 
District, where he is registrar for Capital 
High School. He has served on the 
county board since his appointment 
in December 2020. Palm serves on the 
Health and Human Needs Committee 
and on the Area Agency on Aging. He 

also is working to make sure the county 
supervisor who represents the airport 
area should be a required position on the 
Airport Commission.

Palm, who formerly served on the 
Madison Common Council, can be 
reached at Palm.Larry@countyofdane.
com or 608-520-3066.

District 18 Supervisor Michele Ritt 
has represented that Northside area 
since 2014. A special education teacher 
in the Madison School District, she is 
chair of the Environment, Agriculture 
and Natural Resources Committee and 
serves on the Food Council.

Ritt formerly represented the 
Cherokee area, which is now in District 
21, and gained Maple Bluff in the re-
districting process. She can be reached 
at Ritt.Michele@countyofdane.com or 
608-335-6827.

Northside county board continued from page 1

Raemisch Farm continued from page 1

Helping moments like this become a reality.
                 Find your perfect home with Lauer Realty Group

Happiness doesn’t result from what 
we get, but from what we give.
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Easy Access • Up to the Door Parking 
Small & Big Loads Welcomed

Welcome to

Northport Laundry

1417 Northport Drive - Madison,WI 
(Next to Culver’s)

Northgate Shopping Center
1213 N Sherman Avenue

608 663-9090

$10
OFF

NEW NAME, SAME
FRIENDLY FACES
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THIS IS A FINAL VISUAL OF YOUR AD. COLORS & Trim DISPLAYED HERE WILL NOT MATCH THE PRINTED AD EXACTLY.
This is not an opportunity to make changes. Thank you for choosing Valpak® Direct Marketing Systems, Inc. (“Valpak®”).
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THIS IS A FINAL VISUAL OF YOUR AD. COLORS & Trim DISPLAYED HERE WILL NOT MATCH THE PRINTED AD EXACTLY.
This is not an opportunity to make changes. Thank you for choosing Valpak® Direct Marketing Systems, Inc. (“Valpak®”).

2935 N. Sherman Ave.
Across from Warner Park

241-1541

C O U P O N
$5 OFF
Purchase of
$25 or More

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. 
One coupon per purchase. Not valid on sale 

 items. Not valid with any other offers. 
Expires 02-28-22 

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

McKinney Dental: 608-249-6511
Orthodontic Specialists: 608-249-2990

Northside Electric
“NOT THE BIGGER GUY,
     JUST THE BETTER GUYS”

For all your electrical needs big and small:

a Home Rewiring a New Circuits

a Fixture Replacement a Landscape Lighting

a Ceiling Fans a Bath Fans

a Remodeling a HDTV Installation & Wiring

249-3373 • NorthsideElectric@gmail.com • Licensed & Insured

Your Local Northside 
Electrical Company

NE

    We are Open and here to Serve you

We are following CDC guidelines for your protection  
while still providing you with excellent service

Again, Thank You for your support. 

Sincerely, 
Mark Blankenship, Owner - Northside Electric  
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Your Local Northside 
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Northside Electric would like to Thank  
everyone for their support of  Local Small Business 
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Your Local Northside 
Electrical Company

NE

608-467-2284 | CapitalAutoClinic.com

CAPITAL AUTO CLINIC
2412 & 2518 Packers Ave. (Elka Lane intersection)

Home of  the

$3995
Vehic le

BRING THIS COUPON

Need a Car?   
 Now’s the time to buy!

$200 off
 Tax Season Discount

 Prices f rom $3,995–$9,995
Inspected | Safe | With Warranties
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In the December 2021/January 2022 
issue of Northside News, I read with 
interest Anita Weier’s article, “How 
county and city redistricting affect the 
Northside.” The idea of district bound-
aries is, at best, an abstraction that di-
vides us into political units that do not 
altogether conform to, or nurture, re-
lationships formed between neighbor-
hoods and communities over time — 
people and places connected by roads, 
woods, wetlands and waters of all kinds 
and that take little notice of our admin-
istrative lines captured by words used 
in the article to describe redistricting 
like “size and shape,” “target popula-
tion” and “municipal boundaries.”

Ms. Weier’s article offers opportu-
nity for us to pause and consider what 
other purposes our political districts 
and representatives might serve. How 
might they nurture neighborliness, 
care and community and help us define 
shared work and common ground?

Criteria used by the redistricting 
committee included preserving “mu-
nicipal boundaries,” where possible. 
Two synonyms for municipal include 
“civic” and “civil,” both of which re-
late to local community, words that 
give warmth and light to our adminis-
trative language. Noting that “the size 
and shape of [her] new district makes 
sense,” Supervisor Michele Ritt nev-
ertheless laments the loss of the 
Cherokee neighborhoods, for which 
she has “love.” The language and ex-
perience of love is necessary for the 
body politic and the wellbeing of peo-
ple and place and relates more closely 
to the art of governance than to its sci-
ence. Preserving relationships of af-
fection and love also “makes sense.”

In our social and natural worlds, 
boundaries often represent the edg-
es of living, interactive and inter-
dependent systems. On Madison’s 
Northside, the waters of the Yahara 
River and Cherokee Marsh, in all their 
abundant life and beauty, are visible 
and enduring evidence of interdepen-
dent boundaries and connections — 
what we have in common with others 
and must protect. 

In his introduction to Mariette 
Nowak’s “Birdscaping in the 
Midwest: A Guide to Gardening with 
Native Plants to Attract Birds,” Peter 
H. Raven draws attention to the need 
for “ordinary people” to cultivate lo-
cal spaces such as “gardens, parks and 
other urban and suburban spaces” that 
“in time become enlarged into corri-
dors and broader expanses of native 
plant and animal communities,” mak-
ing them places that we love, keep 
and where we want to stay. This, I 
believe, requires reconsidering the 
purpose of political boundaries and 
representation, elevating our common 
connections and concerns to serve, as 
Wendell Berry suggests, “what is true, 
just, and beautiful in our world.”

More search for 
common ground

By Jeffrey Lewis 
Friends of Cherokee Marsh

Submitted by Brian Carriveau

Bierock is hosting a Puppy Bowl Watch 
Party to benefit the Dane County Humane 
Society (DCHS) Sunday, Feb. 13. The 
18th annual Puppy Bowl on Animal 
Planet will be shown on Bierock’s big 
projection screen TV with the “Tail-gate” 
pregame show at 1 pm that continues 
through the evening. Bierock will donate 
10% of its sales to the DCHS.

Bierock will still show the Super Bowl 
on the same date and the programs won’t 
overlap. Instead of the football pregame 
fluff, they’ll be showing fluff of another sort. 

Around 5:30 pm when the Super Bowl 
kickoff is about to approach, the tele-
vision will be turned to watch the NFL 
crown a new champion. Folks are en-
couraged to come for the Puppy Bowl, 
stay to watch the Super Bowl, or just do 
one or the other. It doesn’t matter wheth-
er you’re into dogs, sports or both.

Bierock will have food and drink spe-
cials including Chocolate Lab Porter by 
Wisconsin Brewing Company on tap, 
Tito’s “Vodka for Dog People” liquor and 
Greyhound and Salty Dog are the drink 
specials.  The Tailgate Bierock, stuffed 
with brats from neighboring Beef Butter 
BBQ, cheese curds from Farmer Johns 
and caraway-seasoned sauerkraut and 
Puppy Chow dessert. 

Bierock is located at 2911 N. Sherman 
Ave., in the Northside TownCenter across 
the street from Warner Park.

Puppy Bowl 
Watch Party 
to benefit Dane 
County Human 
Society

https://gofund.me/47f2accb

The Cookie Van is shot! Help us raise 
the last $3,000 for a good used van. 

Cookie Van 
Campaign is 
close to goal

By Lauri Lee 
Northside News

We are close to our Cookie Van 
Campaign goal on Go Fuund Me and 
need just $3,000 more to be able to 
purchase a replacement vehicle.

The FEED Bakery program has been 
frugal and made the most of the 2006 van 
donated to them three years ago. The en-
gine works like a top, but the electrical 
system is shot. Plus, the delivery staff has 
to avoid being hit by the lift gate because 
of failing hydraulics. The body is crum-
bling like one of the cookies being deliv-
ered around the community. 

The sale of  bakery items pays to put 
more unemployed or under-employed stu-
dents into the training program, but nothing 
is left to fund a replacement vehicle.

Please go (https://gofund.me/47f2accb) 
or contact Chris Brockel, manager@feed
kitchens.org.

Valentine's Day gifts of 
food that feed the soul

By Lauri Lee 
Northside News

Think outside the box this Valentine's 
Day to find treats beyond the ordinary to 
give to friends and loved ones. 

Far Breton Bakery
If you haven't discovered Far Breton 

Bakery (www.farbretonbakery.com), 
owned by  Marie-Arzel Young, it's time 
you did. She operates a one-of-a-kind 
bakery business specializing in hand-
crafted artisan all-butter creations. All 
baked goods are made from scratch 
with organic flour and rolled by hand.

Located at FEED Kitchens, 1219 N. 
Sherman Ave., Young is also a regular 
vendor at the Northside Farmers Market. 

Young started Far Breton Bakery in 
2019. She has worked as a professional 
pastry chef since 2000 at several popu-
lar restaurants, including the Ovens of 
Brittany, L’Etoile, Harvest and Samba 
Brazilian Grill. Young's pastries have 
also been influenced by her time spent 
during summers with her mother’s 

family in the Noirmoutier and Aix-en-
Provence regions of France. 

Young offers FEED Kitchen Fridays  
from  8 am–noon; Burrows Road 
Sunday from  8 am–noon; Northside 
Farmers Market from May to October. 

Marie-Arzel Young, Far Breton Bakery

Hot sauce is another popular choice 
when remembering someone for 
Valentine's Day. 

Mandy's Mood Foods
Mandy Shipler, owner of Mandy's 

Mood Foods (www.mandysmood 
foods.com), has always loved cooking 
and baking. Her earliest memories were 
of her in the kitchen with her grandma 
learning from her years of experience 
in cooking. 

"I like all kinds of food but spicy 
foods are one of my favorites!," said 
Shipler. "I always put hot sauce on ev-
erything: tacos, chicken, pizza, eggs, 
Bloody Mary’s. You name it, I like it 
with hot sauce. Over the years, I start-
ed to become a bit of a connoisseur. I 
figured out what I liked and was frus-
trated that nothing on the market lived 
up to my culinary standards. Rather 
than complaining, or settling for me-
diocre run of the mill hot sauce, I start-
ed making my own. I had no plans to 
share it (outside of my home, that is) 
but everyone who tried it loved it.

Once I realized I was onto some-
thing, I got myself a spot at the 
FEED Kitchens, and spent over a 
year perfecting my recipe. All of my 

ingredients are high quality and I use 
as many local ingredients as possible. 
When I say my hot sauce is hand made, 
I mean it every step of the way. I am a 
one person show and have enjoyed the 
long hours and all the steps to watch 
this dream come to life.

I hope that you enjoy using my hot 
sauce as much as I enjoy making it.

Always remember, life should never 
be bland. So pass the hot sauce!

Please pass the hot sauce

Mandy Shipler, Mandy's Mood Foods
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LIBRARY

Madison Public Library is committed to 
the health and safety of staff and the pub-
lic and is working closely with the City 
of Madison and Public Health Madison 
& Dane County to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. We follow all current Public 
Health orders.
Expanded hours

Lakeview’s hours are Monday‒Friday, 
10 am‒8 pm; Saturday, 9 am‒5 pm; and 
Sunday, 1‒5 pm. See all library hours at 
madpl.org/locations. 
Lakeview news

Lakeview Library is excited to wel-
come the newest member of our team, 
Teen Services Librarian Rachel Lavender. 
Rachel comes to us with a diverse library 
background and an enthusiasm for pro-
gramming for Northside teens.

Have you seen the library’s sandhill 
crane sculpture, made of local wood 
and created by local artisans John and 
Joy Newman? The life-sized sandhill 
crane carving was commissioned by the 
Friends of Lake View Park Hill in 2007, 
won in an auction and donated to the li-
brary by Adeline Becker. John Newman 
recently passed away, but his enthusiasm 
for art, nature and education continues to 
inspire others.
UPCOMING EVENTS

All events are at Lakeview Library un-
less otherwise indicated. Check madison 
publiclibrary.org for the most up to date 
information on programs and services.
Dane CORE 2.0 Rental Assistance
Tuesdays, Feb. 1–March 29, 2‒5 pm

Are you behind on your rent because 
of the pandemic, either directly or indi-
rectly? You are not alone. Many people 
are experiencing financial hardship right 
now. The African Center for Community 
Development will be at Lakeview 
Library on Tuesdays to help individuals 
and families who owe back rent apply for 
Dane CORE assistance. Call the African 
Center for Community Development 
at 608-957-5623 or 608-514-9321 to 
schedule an appointment.
DANEnet Free Tech Repair
Thursdays, Feb. 3‒March 31, 2‒4 pm

Having trouble with your digital de-
vice? DANEnet technicians are available 
at Lakeview Library to assist you with 
your technology repair needs for free. 
Technicians can look at laptops, desktop 

From

Lakeview 
Branch  
Library
246-4547
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Joy Newman with sandhill crane sculpture at Lakeview Library

computers, phones and tablets, and can 
help with viruses, data recovery, slow 
computers, app issues, password resets 
and more. No appointment is needed. 
Walk-ins only, first come, first served. 

Digital Equity Project events are made 
possible through the partnership of 
Madison Public Library and DANEnet, 
thanks to funding by the MGE Foundation 
and the AT&T Foundation.
We Read and Create!
Thursdays, Feb. 3‒March 31, 3:30‒5:30 pm

Drop-in at Lakeview Library for all 
sorts of creative projects and activities for 
families, groups and all ages.
Online Spanish Literature Group
First and Third Thursdays, Feb. 3 and 17, 
March 3 and 17, 1‒3 pm

Presentado por University League en 
asociación con la Biblioteca Sequoya. Los 
libros y las discusiones son completamente 
en español. Se puede prestar un libro, 
Temporada de huracanes por Fernanda 
Melchor, en el escritorio marcado con 
“Ask Here” en la biblioteca Sequoya. 

Presented by the University League in 
partnership with the Sequoya Library. 
Books and discussions are completely 

in Spanish. Please ask about obtain-
ing a book at the “Ask Here” desk at 
Sequoya Library.

All Ages Read and Play
Mondays, Feb. 7‒March 14, 10:30‒11:30 am

Join us for this special story time — 
books, songs and play for children ages 
5 and under. Spending time together and 
reading aloud with young children pro-
motes healthy brain development, im-
proves language and listening skills, and 
helps build a lifelong love of reading. 
Library programs are always free. Siblings 
and childcare groups are welcome.

Cooking with Chef Lily
Tuesdays, Feb. 8 and 22, 4:30‒5:30 pm
Saturdays, Feb. 12 and 19, 1:30‒2:30 pm

Join The Kids Chef, Lily Kilfoy, for a 
series of cooking demonstrations for chil-
dren and families. Participants will learn 
about different foods, where they come 
from, how to follow recipes, and how 
to use a variety of kitchen tools. Due to 
COVID precautions, this will be a hands-
off program, but participants will get to 
take home a meal to enjoy. Food gener-
ously provided by Willy St. Co-op North.

duwaynessalon.com | 241-0323
2114 N. Sherman Ave. | Madison, WI 53704
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Telling Fact from “Fake News”: Digital 
Literacy Training for Adults (Online)
Thursday, Feb. 10, 1‒2:30 pm

Has a friend or family member ever 
shared a news article with you that turned 
out to be “fake news”? Have you ever 
passed along information only to later 
learn that it was misinformation? It’s 
challenging to navigate all the informa-
tion we encounter daily. This training, led 
by educator and researcher Sara Thomas, 
will empower participants to be active 
consumers of digital content in their daily 
lives. Register for the program to receive 
the link. Register at madpl.org/calendar 
or call 608-246-4547. Sponsored by the 
Center for the Humanities.

Women in Jazz (Online)
Tuesday, March 22, 7‒8 pm

In this virtual presentation, flautist and 
lecturer Galen Abdur-Razzaq highlights 
the influence of women on the evolution 
of jazz, their significant contributions to 
the art form, and their struggles, both pro-
fessional and personal. Register to attend 
the event via Zoom and a link will be sent 
to you. Register at madpl.org/calendar or 
call 608-246-4547. This event is made 
possible thanks to a grant from Beyond 
the Page, a permanent endowment which 
funds free humanities programs at Dane 
County libraries.

Scrabble at the Library
Wednesdays, Feb. 2–March 30, 10 am‒12 pm

Attention word lovers. Exercise your 
brain by playing Scrabble with other 
adults.

Chess at the Library
Second and Fourth Mondays, Feb. 14 and 
28, March 14 and 28, 6‒8 pm

All ages and skill levels are welcome.

Book Discussions
Read the book and join the discussion. 

New members are always welcome.

Evening Book Discussion
First Thursdays, 6:30‒8 pm

Feb. 3: “The Remains of the Day” by 
Kazuo Ishiguro

March 3: “A Confederacy of Dunces” 
by John Kennedy Toole 
Daytime Book Discussion
Second Thursdays, 12‒1 pm

Feb. 10: “Bad Blood: Secrets and Lies 
in a Silicon Valley Startup” by John 
Carreyrou

March 10: “Asymmetry” by Lisa 
Halliday
Mystery Book Group Discussion
Third Thursdays, 5:30‒7 pm

Feb. 17: “Redemption Road” by John Hart
March 17: “Tangerine” by Christine 

Mangan 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY

From

Lieutenant
Kelly  
Donohue

North District Police

From

Dr. Robin 
Beatty, 
DC, CCSP

Health Tips

From

June Brooks, 
DVM, Northside 
Animal Hospital

Ask the Vet

By the time you read this, we will be 
celebrating longer days and the promise 
(hopefully) of warmer temperatures. I 
myself will be grateful for both. 

February also brings internal changes 
for MPD. It is the time of the year when 
we have our annual shift change. Late 
in the year we have a shift pick, where 

Hi Dr. Brooks,
In winter, do my dog and cat need to 

be on flea and tick medication? My cat 
doesn’t go outside; she’s a princess and 
doesn’t like cold. My dog spends the day 
on his bed. Are year-round medications 
necessary?

Thank you for asking this important 
question. As our planet warms, the threat 
from fleas and ticks continues even dur-
ing colder months. Flea and tick season 
doesn’t really end.

Whether outdoors underneath the 
snow or inside in unheated rooms (think 
garage), flea pupae (which enclose them-
selves in a cocoon until they emerge as 
full-grown adults) can survive in a dor-
mant state for months. Adult fleas can 
survive temperatures as low as 30°F for 
extended periods. 

Five factors of knee pain
Getting to the bottom of what’s caus-

ing your knee pain or what may have 
contributed to it in the first place is the 
first step toward improving your health. 
Here are five common factors of knee 
pain:

1.  Gender. Did you know that more 
women than men develop knee prob-
lems? One of the reasons for this is that 
females generally have wider hips than 
males.

2.  Age. Our knees help to hold us up-
right from the moment we learn to walk. 
Over the years, it’s no surprise that our 
cartilage and joints may degrade.

3.  Tobacco use. Did you know that 
smoking has been linked to musculoskel-
etal issues?

4.  Weight. Carrying excessive weight 
can have a major impact on your knees. 
One pound off the body equals four 
pounds of pressure off the knees. In a 
2005 study published in the Arthritis 
and Rheumatology journal, research-
ers found that if an overweight or obese 
person with knee osteoarthritis loses 
one pound, that equates to four pounds 
of pressure taken off the knees. That 
means losing just five pounds will take 
20 pounds of pressure off your knees. 
Increase that to 10 pounds, which feels 
achievable to most people, and you’ve 
just removed a full 40 pounds of pres-
sure off your knees.

5.  Overexertion. While exercise is 
good for our bodies, it can at times cause 
misalignments in the knees themselves 
or in the joints surrounding the knees. If 
there is misalignment in the hips or pel-
vis, ankles and feet, the lack of proper 
joint movement in those areas can cause 
pain in the knees. Gentle chiropractic ad-
justments to the knees or other involved 
joints can get you out of pain and put you 
back on the road to recovery.

officers select the shift and area that they 
will work the following year. That pick 
is then put into place early in February. 
Many officers stay where they are, but 
others move on to different areas of the 
city, choose to work different times of 
the day, or start in specialized positions. 
It is also when most of our current re-
cruit class will begin their career as solo 
patrol officers. 

Following shift change, we have an 
opportunity to meet with our entire dis-
trict staff. We discuss our plans for the 
coming year, talk about expectations, 
meet folks we haven’t worked with be-
fore, and reunite with others we have When temperatures become warmer 

in the winter and vibration stirs their 
cocoons, adult fleas emerge. When the 
temperature is above freezing, they can 
become active and find their way onto 
your pet and into your home.

Ticks look for a warm host during 
their most active months but are always 
searching for a blood meal. Ticks are 
commonly found in tall grass, trees and 
brush piles. Wildlife transport them into 
urban yards and parks. Here they pose a 
risk for your pets and for you. Adult ticks 
and their offspring will stay dormant in 
dark moist spots like leaf piles until tem-
peratures warm or they find the warm 
body of a host animal. As a vector for 
Lyme disease, you want to keep them off 
you and your pets.

Prevention is much better and less ex-
pensive than managing an infestation. 
Think of the winter months as a time of 
vulnerability for these pests. Thorough 
house cleaning and continuing your pets’ 
flea and tick medication will help you 
keep the fleas and ticks from bugging 
you and your pets.

worked with in the past. 
Some things we will focus on during 

the North District meeting are customer 
service, liaison officer positions, crime 
reduction, community-oriented polic-
ing and problem solving, to name a few. 
There is never enough time to cover all 
the topics we would like to get to. 

With the staffing shuffle, we are re-
minded of the limitations of our cur-
rent North District station. We have 
gotten good at creative use of spaces. 
Currently, in order for our detectives to 

access lockers, we moved a bank of 
lockers into a processing area that of-
fers no privacy. The good news is, the 
lockers don’t reach the ceiling, so there 
is ample space to stack personal safety 
supplies on top of the lockers. It has 
also given us the opportunity to meet 
our neighbors, to whom we are grateful 
for sharing their space with us. There is 
usually a silver lining, if you look for it. 

We look forward to continuing to 
work together and wish you health and 
safety in 2022.

NEED A MAMMOGRAM? 
LIMITED INSURANCE? NONE AT ALL? 

25 Clinics to Choose From  IT'S ALL FREE 

QUALIFYING IS EASY. 
Phone: 608-242-6392   www.WellWomanDaneCounty.org 

                                 LGBTQ SENSITIVE PROVIDERS AVAILABLE

Phone: 608-242-6392   www.WellWomanDaneCounty.org 

                                 LGBTQ SENSITIVE PROVIDERS AVAILABLE

Wisconsin
Well Woman

Program

HOURS
Mon, Wed, Fri: 7:30 AM − 5:30 PM

Tues & Thurs: 7:30 AM − 7:00 PM

Saturday: 8:00 AM − Noon
Closed Sundays

northsideanimal.vet
2121 North Sherman Avenue | Madison, WI 53704

Individualized preventative & wellness medicine

Internal medicine

Surgery & dental services

Laser therapy for pain

Prescription foods

Vaccinations keep your pet healthy too! 
Vaccinate today!

Keep the love coming. 
We can help!

June Brooks, DVM  |  608.204.2700
Meg Wright, DVM     Ali Shreve, DVM     Erica Olsen, DVM
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ELECTED OFFICIALS

From

Satya 
Rhodes-
Conway

Mayor

From

Syed 
Abbas

District 12 Alderperson

From

Charles  
Myadze

District 18 Alderperson

Many residents have contacted me 
about the proposed Raemisch Farm 
Development. On January 11, I con-
vened a virtual neighborhood meeting so 
that residents could learn more about the 
project.

At the meeting, a few loud voices — 
thank you for your passion! — were raised 
against this proposal. Meanwhile, those 
who support the plan have been more low 
key. As the alder for all the people in the 
18th district, my job is to listen and to lead. 
The interests of working people, people of 
color, and the vast majority of residents 
of the Northside will be best served by 
continuing to work with Green Street, the 
developer, to make this project the best it 
can be. 

Working together we can achieve a win-
win. Let’s look at the facts.

Green Street’s proposal contains positive 
environmental elements. They have agreed 
to preserve more than eight acres of wet-
lands. They will donate 3.3 acres of forest to 
Lakeview School. They will designate 1.5 
acres as a neighborhood common area.

The proposal also provides much needed 
affordable housing. The plan calls for a 
mix of single-family homes, townhomes 
and apartments. The apartments will in-
clude both market rate and workforce units 
with rents affordable for those earning 
$55,950, 80% of the average median in-
come in Madison. No homes will be built 
in the eastern portion of the property, where 
noise levels will be too loud for residential 
development.

I reject false choices. We can have devel-
opment and protect the environment. We 
can disagree and not be disagreeable. We 
can develop the Raemisch Farm parcel and 
provide affordable, healthy housing while 
sustaining the natural resources that make 
this parcel unique.

Let’s work together respectfully and hon-
estly to do what’s best for all. That is my 
commitment. That is what you elected me 
to do.

Self-direction is all about your choices: you decide who provides 
your care, you set your care schedule, you show people how you 
want to be cared for, and you manage your budget. This option is 
available through long-term care programs that are facilitated by 
Managed Care Organizations (MCO).

• Choose the services you direct
• Hire the people you trust
• Continued support from your care team

My Choice Wisconsin is a MCO that offers these programs to 
seniors and adults with disabilities. We coordinate long-term 
care and medical services promoting wellness and independence 
of individuals in their communities. 

Be your own boss.

DHS Approved 03/15/2021

800-963-0035  TTY: 711 
www.mychoicewi.org/NSN

For more information about your long-term 
care options, contact your local ADRC.

    Hardware Center 
        1398 Williamson St.  257-1630 

   Cast Iron 

               Cookware                                        
  On Sale!Thru Feb. 

Team City Awards
The City of Madison is fortunate to 

have a talented and dedicated workforce, 
and we recognize that with the Team 
City Awards bi-monthly. Since early 
2020, 132 outstanding individuals and 

11 teams representing every city division 
have received #TeamCity awards. I’m 
proud every day to work with such an 
amazing group of people.

We recently celebrated another 10 
outstanding employees nominated by 
their coworkers and residents. We hon-
ored one of our Fleet service techni-
cians for the work she does, our Parks 
Assistant Superintendent who put in 
countless hours working with the folks 
who camped out at Reindahl Park, a 
city architect who managed the Olbrich 
Gardens expansion, and an invaluable 

facility maintenance worker at Warner 
Park Community Recreation Center.

Additionally, for the first time ever, we 
officially recognized a number of city 
employees who went above and beyond 
with their customer service in 2021. As 
we look back at 2021, it is worth recog-
nizing the great customer service that our 
city employees provide. These employ-
ees have displayed great attitude, knowl-
edge, and willingness to assist. In most 
scenarios, these employees are the first 
contact residents have with their corre-
sponding department and thus become 

the face of the department.
The last nearly two years have been es-

pecially challenging to any first-contact 
employee. Everyone is COVID-weary, 
and at times, our frustrations come out 
in-person or on the phone, whether the 
employee we are talking to is responsi-
ble for our frustrations or not. These em-
ployees’ jobs are even more challenging 
as they work to stay calm and assure a 
pleasant experience for anyone working 
with the city. Because of their great qual-
ities, residents have a more positive ex-
perience when interacting with the city. 

Hi neighbors, with the BRT process mov-
ing forward, city staff will be presenting the 
network redesign on Monday, Jan. 31, to the 
Transportation Policy and Planning Board.

I have several concerns that effect our dis-
trict which I have expressed on my city blog, 
and I would like to share those concerns here 
as well.

This network redesign will eliminate many 
local services our Northside neighbors de-
pend on, particularly people of color and low-
income communities. For example, Route 
17 will be discontinued. This route provides 
a much-needed connection for Northside 
residents to access Pick ‘n Save, Woodman’s 
and the USPS at Milwaukee Street. Route 
17 was originally created on request from 
the Neighborhood Resource Team (NRT) 
to address equity and provide workforce 

opportunities at Pick ‘n Save, Woodman’s 
and other places along the route and for peo-
ple to use services on that route. Those who 
are not familiar with Northside NRT can 
read more info at cityofmadison.com/coun-
cil/district12/blog. Discontinuing Route 17 
will disproportionately impact people of 
color and low-income families who rely on 
that route to access services and workforce 
opportunities.

The proposed network redesign closes 
the Northside Transfer Point. City staff have 
failed to present an alternative location for 
the transfer point and much needed parking 
for riders.

Due to wordcount limitations, I cannot 
share more details here, but I encourage you 
to read my blogpost for more information. 
Thank you for taking the time to read this. 
Being engaged at this early stage is a great 
way to have your Northside voices heard.

As your alder, it is my responsibility to 
keep you informed, always advocate for 
you, and continue to hold our system ac-
countable. As always, I really appreciate 
hearing from you, and please don’t hesitate 
to reach out to me.

1321 E. Mifflin St.  |  tnpc@cgfirepower.com  |  255-3250

www.tnpckids.com
Pre-School age 2-5

Parent/Child Playgroup age 0-3
STATE LICENSED & CITY ACCREDITED

1321 E. Mifflin St.  |  tnpc@cgfirepower.com  |  255-3250

www.tnpckids.com
Pre-School age 2-5

Parent/Child Playgroup age 0-3
STATE LICENSED & CITY ACCREDITED

Year-round Openings!

1321 E. Mifflin St. | director@tnpckids.com | (608) 255-3250

Full-day Preschool: Ages 2–5
Morning Preschool: Ages 2 1/2–4K

Toddler Time — Parent & Child Playgroup

Ages 0–3 | Friday 9–11:30 a.m. | FREE!

State Licensed & City Accredited
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here is an injustice everywhere

Call for a free initial consultation

615 N. Sherman Ave. Suite 23 • Madison 
westmont@westmontlaw.net

608.244.9494

Estate Planning and Probate • Family Law 
Elder Law • Criminal Defense • Juvenile Law
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ELECTED OFFICIALS

From

Joe 
Parisi

Dane County Executive
County will soon hit 100% renewable 
electricity

We are only a few weeks into the year, 
but Dane County’s effort to embrace 
clean, green renewable energy is already 
set to reach a milestone in 2022. In a 
matter of months, Dane County will be 
the first public entity of its size in the 
region to power its facilities with 100% 
renewable electricity. This means Dane 
County government will produce more 
renewable energy than the amount of 
electricity it consumes for its operations.

In partnership with Alliant Energy and 
SunVest Solar, construction is slated to 
begin this spring on a 90-acre solar farm 
on county land near our renewable natu-
ral gas production facility off Highway 
12. When complete, this project will gen-
erate over 17 megawatts of electricity, 

enough energy to power 3,100 homes 
per year. The renewable electricity gen-
erated from this new project will reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions in an amount 
equivalent to the emissions produced 
by over 4,000 vehicles or the burning of 
14,000 tons of coal per year.

Dane County currently receives about 
45% of its electricity from renewable 
sources. The new installation — com-
bined with our nine-megawatt solar 
project with MGE at the Dane County 
Regional Airport and other solar installa-
tions at county facilities — will push us 
to our goal of 100% renewable electric-
ity status. This milestone has been years 
in the making and will mark significant 
progress in our ongoing effort to combat 
climate change.

If we want to move the dial on the cli-
mate crisis, this kind of work cannot wait 
decades or it will prove too little, too 
late. We all have a responsibility to act 
now, and that’s what Dane County gov-
ernment is doing. A more sustainable fu-
ture is within our reach, and I encourage 
everyone in our community to continue 
to take bold action.

Larry is endorsed by State Assembly Representative-Elect and 
County Board Supervisor Melissa Agard Sargent (pictured 
with me above), Dane County Sheriff Dave Mahoney,  Alder 

Anita Weier, and County Board Supervisor Paul Rusk.

Larry Palm for District 12

Paid for and authorized by Friends of Larry Palm; Dave Hoon, Treasurer.

www.larrypalm.com

Over the next few months I look forward to talking to you.
To learn more about me, please visit my website 

or call me at 692-8416.

From

Larry 
Palm

District 12 Supervisor
Welcome to winter! I hope everyone 

has been bundling up protected from 
the weather and from the continued on-
slaught of COVID-19. Please make sure 
you are up-to-date on your vaccines and 
wearing your mask in public.

In my previous column, I indicated 
that the redistricting process has modi-
fied District 12 — removing Maple 
Bluff, Brentwood and Sheridan Triangle 
from its boundaries and placing them in 
District 18 (Michele Ritt). 

This was adopted by the full County 
Board with an additional change at the 
last minute that placed my residence 
of 20 years outside District 12. I am 
pleased to announce that I will be con-
tinuing as the District 12 Supervisor, 
but I’m sorry to say that I will need to 
move from the Eken Park neighborhood 

in order to continue to live within the 
new District 12.

District 12 will continue to contain 
a majority of the Dane County Airport 
and I have proposed OA-031 that would 
change the composition of the Airport 
Commission to ensure that the County 
Board member with the majority of the 
airport would always be on the commis-
sion. This would not only improve com-
munication from the commission, but I 
believe would be essential to bring the 
voice of the nearby residents to the deci-
sions of the commission.

There continues to be significant en-
vironmental issues at the airport, such 
as PFAS, and continuing and poten-
tially changing impacts, such as noise 
abatement, that will need to have rep-
resentation. I look forward to the full 
County Board taking up OA-031 early 
in 2022.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to 
me if you have any questions, concerns 
or comments about Dane County and our 
various activities. You can reach me at 
palm.larry@countyofdane.com.

Have a wonderful 2022.

Looking back to move forward
Over one year ago, I was sworn in as 

the new state senator for the 16th Senate 
District. Since that day, it has been a 
pleasure to serve you all and represent 
our shared values in the capitol. While 
there is no playbook or guide to being a 
successful senator, in the first year alone, 
we have accomplished so much. 

In 2021 I was proud to: introduce 111 
bills, including legislation to legalize 
cannabis, promote economic security, 
protect our water and natural spaces, 
support survivors of sexual violence, and 
more; attend 16 legislative floor sessions; 
participate in 21 committee meetings; 
host 26 community listening sessions; 
hold 28 meetings with local elected lead-
ers; respond to over 3,200 direct constit-
uent contacts; organize 31 meetings with 

local businesses; send 37 e-newsletters; 
and much more.

I look back on 2021 and see many suc-
cesses, but I won’t stop there. In 2022 I 
hope to further this path by continuing 
to engage with ordinary folks across the 
district. I look forward to more meetings 
with my neighbors in the 16th senate 
district to engage with the most impor-
tant issues facing our community. I will 
always keep you informed of what is 
happening at the state capitol. As your 
voice in the state senate, I want to en-
sure that you know the legislation being 
brought forward and where I stand on 
these policies.

Moving forward, I pledge to advocate 
for a progressive agenda for Wisconsin, 
work together with the majority party 
when I can, and push back against leg-
islation that does not reflect the will of 
the people. 

Here’s to a safe, healthy and peace-
ful 2022. While the past two years 
have brought challenges that none of 
us could have imagined, I am hopeful 
we will move forward together toward 
brighter days.

From

Samba  
Baldeh

State Representative
The first time I learned about the high 

cost of making a phone call from a jail, 
I didn’t believe it. How can a jail charge 
$5 for a five-minute call, especially for 
someone who likely cannot afford bail 
and is waiting a year for a trial? Later, I 
read that some Wisconsin jails charge the 
highest phone rates in the nation. One 
county charged $14 for a 15-minute call.

After all, don’t we want folks in jail 
to keep their family relationships intact? 
Isn’t it good for a child who is miss-
ing their mom or dad to stay in touch? 
Being unable to make a phone call dur-
ing the pandemic is especially difficult 
when in-person visits may be prohibited 
or curtailed.

Because few inmates have the money to 

pay these high charges, they rely on family 
members to “buy minutes.” The families 
— who may have just lost their breadwin-
ner — buy phone-time from companies 
that have contracts with the county sheriff 
departments. The companies then “kick-
back” 50–70% of all the revenue to the 
county. More expensive charges mean 
more money for the department.

I believe this is predatory behavior that 
takes advantage of the inmates’ families 
who are often unable to pay these charges. 
To address this problem, I introduced a 
bill this month that would require coun-
ties to charge no more to inmates than the 
cost of a call outside the jail. Many states 
have enacted or implemented similar 
laws. I will keep you informed of its prog-
ress over the next few months. 

Note: The Dane County Sheriff has 
among the lowest phone rates in the state 
and has pledged to reduce them to zero, if 
possible. The state prison system, as well, 
has reduced its charges to about five cents 
per minute.

From

Michele 
Ritt

District 18 Supervisor
In 2020 the Dane County Board cre-

ated the Broadband Task Force with 
Resolution 415. This group has been 
meeting since the summer of 2021. The 
resolution outlines the work the group 
will do over the year, collecting data, ex-
ploring funding mechanisms, and part-
nering with stakeholders to learn where 
broadband access exists and also where 
it does not exist. 

Their work will lead to recommenda-
tions presented to the full county board 
regarding the county’s role in facilitating 
the expansion of broadband to our resi-
dents. The goal is to improve broadband 
access in Dane County.

The Task Force is counting on commu-
nity members to help with data. Accurate 
maps showing internet speeds are often 
required when requesting grant money 

that would help to expand and improve 
broadband access. Data from throughout 
the county is needed for this to happen. 

Please consider completing this speed 
test (madisonregion.org/industry-and-in 
novation/broadband) and including your 
voice in this process. It’s easy to do and 
only takes a couple of minutes to com-
plete. Feel free to share this information 
with your friends, family and social me-
dia world. 

The speed test link is from the Madison 
Region Economic Partnership. They are 
also working to improve broadband in-
frastructure and identify areas that are 
underserved and will then share the data 
with the Dane County Task Force.

Now, more than ever, everyone needs 
access to broadband for work, school 
and meetings. For many of us, connec-
tion through Zoom is our safest option.

Thank you in advance for participating 
and sharing this information with your 
friends and on social media.

Please feel free to contact me with 
any concerns or issues. I can be reached 
at 608-335-6827 or ritt.michele@ 
countyofdane.com. Stay well. ���������
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Open Tues–Sun 

11 am–8 pm
for no-contact 

pickup and delivery

Open Tues–Sun 

11 am–8 pm
for no-contact 

pickup and delivery

Small acts, when multiplied by thousands 
of people, can transform a community.
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Your Northside Neighborhood Shopping Center             North Sherman Avenue & Aberg Avenue

1117 N. Sherman Ave • 608.245.1616

BRING IN THIS AD AND GET YOUR

FIRST
MONTH

PLUS GET YOUR

FREE    PASS7DAY

at www.anytimefi tness.com

Anytime Fitness
1117 N. Sherman Ave.

(608) 245-1616

Open Daily
241-4006

Auto Parts
Complete Machine

Shop Service
Import

Domestive
Truck

Tractor

Manicures/Organic Pedicures
Solar Powder Set

Pink & White Nails
Hand Designs

Hours
Mon–Fri 9:30 am–7 pm
Sat 9:30 am–5:30 pm
Sun 11:30 am–4 pm

1171 N. Sherman Ave.

IN-PERSON
SUNDAY | 10:30 AM

ONLINE
SUNDAY | 9 & 10:30 AM

doorcreekchurch.org/watchlive

1181 N. SHERMAN AVE.1181 N. SHERMAN AVE.
doorcreekchurch.org  608.222.8586

NORTHSIDE MADISON CAMPUS

1117 N. Sherman Ave • 608.245.1616 

BRING IN THIS AD AND GET YOUR 

FIRSTfREE 
MONTH 

PLUS GET YOUR 

FREEQPASS 
at www.anytimefitness.com 

Anytime Fitness 
1117 N. Sherman Ave. 

(608) 245-1616

MADISON 
ORIENT AL MARKET 

1197 N. Sherman Ave 
Mon-Sat: 9 am-7 pm 

Sun: 10 am-6 pm 

Deli & Hot Food 
Carryout & Dine-in 
Asian • African • Cambodian 
• Hispanic • Hmong • Indian
• Jamaican • Filipino • Thai 

8oomers.ngs 
RESALE STORE 

Naly's 
Floral Shop 

Live plants, gifts and 
daily floral arrangements. 

We also specialize in wedding, 
funeral and more special 

event arrangements. 
1203 N. Sherman Ave 

M-F 9 am-6 pm• Saturday 10 am-4 pm 
Sunday Closed 

nalys.floral.designs@gmail.com 
608-467-6610 • www.nalysfloralshop.com 

Shipping Services 
Packaging Services 
Mailbox & Postal Services 
Copying Services 
Finishing & Printing 
Services 

The UPS Store 
NorthGate Shopping Center 

1213 N. Sherman Ave. 
663-9090 

dreambikes 
We employ local teens and provide 

hands-on, paid job training to * refurbish and resell bicycles * back into the community at** affordable prices.
-t:, 

1131 N. Sherman Ave. 
Tues-Fri: Noon-7 pm I Sat 10 am-6 pm 

(608) 416-5536 

Manicures/Organic Pedicures 
Solar Powder Set 

Pink & White Nails 
Hand Designs 

Hours 
Mon-Fri 9:30 am-7 pm 
Sat 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
Sun 11:30 am-4 pm 

1171 N. Sherman Ave. 

_t DOOR 
CREEK 
CHURCH 

NORTHSIDE 
MADISON CAMPUS 

Join us on 
Sundays at 10:30 

FREE 
UNITY BRE 

Pastor David Smith 
doorcreekchurch.org 

608.222.8586 

�FAVER 
Auto Parts 

Complete Machine 
Shop Service 

Import 
Domestive 

Truck 
Tractor 

woof@dogdogmadison.com
www.dogdogmadison.com

@DogDogMadison
(608) 467-9064

Watch Live!

https://doorcreekchurch.org/watchlive/
9 am Sunday Morning
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Check out our deli
Hot food, deli & desserts

Dine in or carry out
Eat Street delivery

Your local source for ethnic food
Asian • African • Cambodian • Hispanic 
Hmong • Indian • Jamaican • Filipino • Thai
Tues–Sat  9 am–7 pm • Sun 10 am–6 pm

1197 N. Sherman Ave. in NorthGate

@madisonoriental
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Northside Neighborhood 

Shopping Center

Conveniently Located 
North Sherman Avenue  
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boomerangsresale.org
608-268-0793

T–F 10 am–6 pm | Sat 10 am-4 pm

PLUS GET  YOUR

at  www.anytimefi tness.com

1117 N. Sherman Ave • 608.245.1616

FREE PASSDAY

BRING IN THIS AD AND GET YOUR

FIRST
MONTH

Anytime Fitness
1117 N. Sherman Ave.

(608) 245-1616

Auto Parts
Complete Machine 

Shop Service

Import
Domestic

Truck
Tractor

Open Daily
241-4006

Enroll Now!
Classes for Kids & Adults

Boomerangs 
Resale Store

“Give A Little... Get A Lot”

608-268-0793
www.boomerangsresale.org

Hours
Mon–Fri 10 am–6 pm

Sat 9 am–4 pm
www.noahsarkpetcenter.net

Sun 11 am–5:30 pm
Sat 10 am–6 pm
Fri 9:30 am–7 pm
Mon–Thu 9:30 am–8 pm
HOURS:

249-8646
1289 N. Sherman Ave.
NorthGate Shopping Center 
Noah’s Ark Pet Center

Pet supplies

Spayed, neutered, vet checked kittens

MADISON
ORIENTAL
MARKET

1197 N. Sherman Ave.
Sun 9 am–6 pm

The only Oriental market serving
the Northside! Why shop far away 

when Hmoob Market is right in 
your neighborhood? 

Mon–Sat: 9 am–8 pm

608.245.1616

Where “to do” 
lists get done.

Let us help you
Shipping Services 
Packaging Services 
Mailbox & Postal Services 
Copying Services
Finishing & Printing 
Services

The UPS Store

The UPS Store
NorthGate Shopping Center 

1213 N. Sherman Ave.

663-9090

Hours
Mon–Fri 9:30 am–7 pm

Sat 9:30 am–5:30 pm
Sun 11:30 am–4 pm

1171 N. Sherman Ave.

Manicures/Organic Pedicures

Solar Powder Set

Pink & White Nails

Hand Designs

www.wiscmartialarts.com
charlesdean34@gmail.com

Wisconsin Martial Arts 
& Fitness Center

Martial Arts: Realize Your Full Potential

1203 N. Sherman Ave 
M–F 9 am–6 pm · Saturday 10 am–4 pm

Sunday Closed 
nalys.�oral.designs@gmail.com · 608-467-6610 

www.nalys�oralshop.com

Live plants, gifts and daily 
�oral arrangements.

We also specialize in 
wedding, funeral 
and more special 

event arrangements. 

Naly’s 
Floral Shop

1207 N. Sherman Ave.
www.falbobrospizza.com

608-204-2723
Slices all day!

Carry Out & Delivery

North Sherman Avenue & Aberg Avenue
Your Northside Neighborhood Shopping Center

Where “to do” 
lists get done.

From

Jim 
Krueger
NewBridge Executive Director

NewBridge–North | 608-512-0000 ext. 3000
SENIOR Activities

Getting older adults connected
Older adults are one of the largest de-

mographics without access to broadband 
service. Nationwide nearly 22 million 
(about 42% of American older adults aged 
65 and older) do not have broadband ac-
cess at home, compared to about 25% for 
adults aged 18‒64. 

One of the biggest challenges for 
NewBridge staff during the pandemic 
is keeping older adults connected. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted our 
systems for social support, communica-
tions and health care, highlighting how 
home-based internet and digital skills are 
an essential lifeline for older adults dur-
ing public health emergencies and every-
day life. 

NewBridge, in collaboration with UW 
Credit Union, DANEnet and EPIC, has 
been providing free computers and tech-
nology assistance to low-income older 
adults during COVID. In 2021 NewBridge 
distributed over 100 computers, with soft-
ware installed, to low-income older adults 
in the Madison area. We also provided in-
struction on how to use a computer. This 
allows them to participate in our virtual 
programs, set up an email address to com-
municate with family and friends, and ac-
cess essential resources, such as telehealth 
services. We also spend time educating 
older adults about the value of being con-
nected. In 2022 we hope to distribute an 
additional 150+ computers. 

While the resources available to pro-
vide computers for older adults seem 
to be plentiful, thanks to our existing 
partnerships, finding affordable internet 

fees is another matter. A majority of the 
older adults served by NewBridge are on 
fixed incomes and cannot afford standard 
monthly internet fees. We can only provide 
financial support to cover a year of inter-
net service for a limited number of people. 
This has greatly impacted the number of 
older adults who are connected virtually. 

For more information about the 
NewBridge computer distribution pro-
gram, please contact Deenah Givens at 
608-512-0000 ext. 3002.

What is needed to close the connectiv-
ity gap? 

• Communities, municipalities and 
non-profit groups must work together 
with broadband providers and govern-
ment agencies to ensure that services 
are extended into homes and residential 
care facilities. 

• Provide adequate funding to address 
the lack of broadband access for all citi-
zens, including older adults. Funding is 
needed to build an infrastructure for pro-
viding affordable, reliable internet service 
across the state and to provide the devices 
needed to use the service when available. 

• Increase funding to expand the 
Lifeline telephone assistance program and 
provide additional support for broadband 
service to help overcome the cost barriers 
to broadband adoption. 

• Educational materials and outreach ef-
forts are needed to help older adults better 
understand the value of being connected. 
These efforts must address both low-cost 
and market-rate options to reach a diverse 
audience of offline seniors. 

• Training programs are needed to assist 
older adults in learning how to use various 
technology devices and software so older 
adults can effectively utilize internet ser-
vices. They will be able to access needed 
services, obtain essential resources, and 
maintain essential connections with fam-
ily members and friends, services provid-
ers and their communities.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Artful Aging (in person): Wednesdays, Feb. 2‒March 23, 1‒3 pm. Class size is 
limited to 10 so we can practice social distancing. 
Wellness Warriors Support Group (Zoom): “We get by with a little help from 
our friends.” Wednesdays, Feb. 9‒March 23, 3‒4:15 pm.
Let’s Cook Together (Zoom): Wednesdays, Jan. 26‒March 2, 4‒5:30 pm.
Heart Health Presentation (Zoom): Thursday, Feb. 24, 10‒11 am.
Bone Health Presentation (Zoom or in person at Goodman Community Center): 
Tuesday, Feb. 8, 1–2 pm.

ONGOING ACTIVIES
Bingo (in person and Zoom): Every Friday in person, 10:15–11:15 am; second 
and fourth Fridays via Zoom, 1–3 pm.
Book Club (Zoom): First Wednesday of each month at 10 am.
Card Making Club (in person): Second Wednesday of each month, 1‒3 pm.
Chair Yoga with Kim (in person): Thursdays, 10:30–11:30 am.
Easy Yoga Plus Classes with Ellen Millar (Zoom): Wednesdays and  
Fridays, 10–11 am.
Mah Jong (in person): Thursdays, 1‒3 pm.
Mindfulness Movement for LGBTQ Folks, Friends and Allies (in person): 
Starts Jan. 19, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:15‒11:45 am. 
Sewing Club (in person): First and Third Thursday of each month, 9 am‒12 pm.

Register for classes in person and via Zoom
 Contact Deenah Givens at 608-512-0000 ext. 3002 

or email deenahg@newbridgemadison.org.

SENIOR
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Written by

Terrence 
Thompson 
608-245-3690

WPCRC Facility Manager

Happy New Year!
As we ring in the New Year, I hope 

you enjoyed the holiday season with 
your loved ones. By the time this article 
publishes, I hope we will have navi-
gated through the Omicron variant with 
some light at the end of the tunnel for 
the pandemic. WPCRC staff have been 

working hard to ensure the facility is 
safe for public access during these un-
precedented times. 

With 2021 in the books, I want to 
share some highlights from an incred-
ible year as we look forward to 2022. 

The Kids Need Opportunities at 
Warner (KNOW) program partnership 
with the Madison Parks Foundation 
provided 1,075 hours of afterschool 
and out-of-school time programs and 
open gyms for 150 Black, Indigenous 
and People of Color (BIPOC) teens. 
Additionally, the WPCRC provided 
1,110 hours of adult open gym, provid-
ing adults opportunities to stay active 
and connect with their friends through 

recreational play.
WPCRC staff displayed an extraor-

dinary commitment to public service 
in 2021. For their efforts, WPCRC 
staff was recognized as the North Star 
Award 2021 High Impact Award recipi-
ent for COVID-19 response supporting 
the temporary men’s shelter and res-
toration for public use. Additionally, 
WPCRC Maintenance Mechanic Chad 
Norquist received an individual North 
Star Award and was selected by Mayor 
Satya Rhodes-Conway to receive a 
#TeamCity Award on January 5, 2022. 
The #TeamCity Awards recognize City 
of Madison employees who go above 
and beyond the call of duty and embody 

WARNER PARK COMMUNITY RECREATION CENTER

the city’s mission, vision and values.
The WPCRC now offers Silver & Fit 

and Active & Fit memberships, provid-
ing eligible members access to the ex-
ercise room at no cost by reimbursing 
qualified health plans. Please call 608-
245-3669 to see if your health plan is 
eligible for membership.  

Need a hand with your house?

Remodeling    l Repairs    l Consultations

Isthmus HandymanIsthmus Handyman
“Your Small Job Specialists since 1994”

Call your Northside handyman!

isthmushandyman@yahoo.com
334-5890   

HELp with 
just about 
anything on 
your to-do 

list!

t Bath, Kitchen, & Basement Updates
t Faucets, Sinks, Toilets, Bath Fans
t Ceiling Fans, Lights, Garbage Disposals
t Painting, Trim, Drywall Repairs
t Interior & Exterior Carpentry, Shelving
t Window & Door Repairs & Replacement
t Decks, Stoops, Stairs, & Sheds

www.isthmushandyman.com

Behind on your bill? MGE is here to help.

We’re here to work with you. 
MGE representatives are here to help households and businesses that may need 
help. If you need assistance or have questions about your account, please visit the 
Customer Service section of mge.com or call us at (608) 252-7144  

Scams are on the rise. Make sure it’s us. 
If you receive a call, email or visit that you suspect is fraudulent, please call  
MGE at (608) 252-7222.  

Get free energy-saving advice. 
MGE can provide expert advice for how to assess and manage your energy use.  
Email our Energy Experts at AskExperts@mge.com.  

MGE is committed to safe and reliable service. 
Lights out, power line down or other emergency? Call us at (608) 252-7111. 
Smell gas? Leave immediately and call us at (608) 252-1111. 

Your community energy company

GS3351  1/5/2021

Check out our classes at 
 Warner Park Community  

Recreation Center,  
1625 Northport Rd and  

MSCR East, 
4620 Cottage Grove Rd 

Arts & Enrichment
Dance • Sewing

Fitness for all ages & more!
Fee Assistance Available.
Register Now at mscr.org

MSCR WINTER 
PROGRAMS 2022

Fun for 
All Ages!

NNooww  HHiirriinngg  
ffoorr  mmaannyy  ppoossiittiioonnss!!

GGoo  ttoo  mmssccrr..oorrgg

Check out our programs 
and stay connected

by liking our Facebook page 
@WarnerParkCRC.



northsidetowncenter.com 1865 Northport Drive

Live a Happy & Healthy Lifestyle
Exercise     /     No Drugs     /      Drink Responsibly

Built on 150 
Years of Bruns
Family Tradition

Proudly Supporting the Northside of Madison
COMMUNITY / ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY / DIVERSITY

American Family Children’s Hospital / First Tee - South Central Wisconsin / North Star Awards

 Lakeview Branch Library / Northside Farmers Market / Northside Economic Development Coalition 

Northside Planning Council / The River Food Pantry / Vera Court Neighborhood Center

Shop Local & Eat Local at the Northside TownCenter
Bright Dental / Goodwill / Orthdx Natural Fitness / Serenity Salon / Bierock

Beef Butter BBQ / Habanero’s / Kingdom Restaurant / Subway / Willy Street Co-op

Pickleball Courts 
Coming Soon to 
the Northside 
TownCenter!


